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Greek-Canadians Write to Prime Minister
Venizelos: Two Letters from the Interwar Era

Dimitrios Filippou*

RESUME
Deux letters envoyées par des Grecs de Montréal au Premier Ministre Grec de I'époque

Eleftherios Venizelos au début du vingti¢me siécle expriment leurs inquiétudes sur le maintien
de leur identité, leur culture et leur religion et la crainte de I'assimilation.

ABSTRACT

Two letters from Montreal to the then Greek Prime Minister Eleftherios Venizelos in the
beginning of the twentieth century express the worries of the early Greek immigrants in
Montreal on issues of identity, culture, religion and assimilation.

The years 1900-1939 were a period when the Greek immigrant community
started laying foundations in Canada. It was also a period of great upheaval in
the history of Greece, with national and political sentiments running very high.

As Greek immigrants were trying to establish themselves in organised
communities in North America, the issues of identity, culture, religion,
assimilation, etc. were central to their everyday discussions. Two letters which
we found in the recently released on-line archives' of the then Prime Minister
of Greece Eleftherios Venizelos (1864—1936), clearly express such worries.

A church Scandal to be Dealt with

In the first letter written in Montreal on Jan. 29, 1929, George Kalfas,? a
prominent Greek-Canadian businessman, writes to Venizelos so as to complain
about a deposed Greek Orthodox bishop named Vasileios Komvopoulos.® Kalfas
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accuses Komvopoulos of pretending to have been reinstated and, in this way,
to have ordained another 40 priests choosing from “men illiterate, gamblers and
committers of unspeakable acts.” Kalfas also dares to accuse the official
representatives of Greece in Canada and the USA for being too close to some
Greek Orthodox clergy, and for that reason they were not giving to the
Government of Greece a clear picture of the situation.

Apparently this was not the first scandal in the Greek community of Montreal
involving a priest. Hercules Papamanolis, in his Greek-Canadian Guide published
in Montreal in 1922,* mentions that another priest divided by his actions the Greek
community in 1906-1907, embezzled money from several Greek-Canadians, and
then ran away taking with him all precious church objects, including the Gospel
and the chalice. The priest was eventually captured in Liverpool, UK. He was
sent to Canada, and from there he was extradited to Greece.

The answer to Kalfas from the private secretary of Venizelos dated February
28, 1929, says that the Greek Prime Minister read Kalfas’ letter “with interest”
and that “he took notes.” We do not know if there were any follow-up actions
from the Greek Government, but Komvopoulos was reinstated as Bishop of
Drama in 1930, while Venizelos was still Prime Minister of Greece.® Another
thing is also certain: Such problems inside the Greek-Canadian communities and
the Greek Orthodox clergy did not end in 1929. They rather continue to our days.°

A Self-Appointed Organiser of Greek-Canadian Communities

The second letter is from Hercules N. Papamanolis,” an intellectual, teacher
of Greek and journalist, who writes to Venizelos as the “Grand Governor of
Canada” (sic) of the Delphic Order of GAPA.*

Papamanolis’ lengthy letter is dated April 11, 1931 and it is handwritten in
the simple purist Greek (amin kabapgbovoa) of that time. Papamanolis first
introduces himself by stating that he had already met “His Excellency”
(Venizelos) in Paris and he had spoken to him about matters of concern to the
Greek-Canadians. He then goes on to say that he is the owner of the only Greek
newspaper in Canada, Hestia.

After that introduction, Papamanolis explains that the major issue of that time
is that a significant number of Greek immigrants across the vast Canadian
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territory remained unorganised in communities, i.e., they were without any
Greek school or Greek Orthodox parish, with a serious risk of assimilation. To
correct the situation, Papamanolis proposes himself to go on a 45-day mission
across Canada to set up Greek schools in communities with unorganised Greek
immigrants. His only request is that the Greek Government pays him $700 for
his trip expenses. This proposal, he says, was welcome by the Acting Consul of
Greece in Montreal,'® who passed it to the Embassy of Greece in London (which
was overseeing the Greek-Canadian diplomatic relations). However,
Papamanolis states that, several months after his meeting Consul General of
Greece in Montreal, there was no answer from the Embassy of Greece in
London. For that reason, he concludes in his letter, he decided to write directly
to the Prime Minister of Greece.

The answer to Papamanolis’ proposal comes indirectly in another letter from
Dimitrios Kaklamanos,'! the Greek Ambassador in London, dated June 1st, 1931.
In his letter, the Ambassador states he never received any request from
Papamanolis. And Ambassador Kaklamanos goes on saying that Papamanolis
did not have the necessary clout for such a mission, because he had already gone
on a similar mission across the United States with almost zero results. In place of
Papamanolis, the Ambassador proposes Apostolos Machairas, who had already
served as General Consul of Greece in Montreal between 1919 and 1923.1

Looking at these letters almost a century later, one may understand that Greek-
Canadians were really worried about losing their ethnic and cultural identity, a
worry that remains always alive even today. This concern had made some
members of the Greek-Canadian community to look at themselves as potential
national organisers, leaders and saviors. One such self-appointed national savior
was apparently Hercules N. Papamanolis. Judging from his deep involvement
in the Greek-Canadian community affairs, probably his intentions were genuine.
This does not exclude a possibility that he was also trying to make a meagre
living out of patriotic undertakings.
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NOTES

1. For more details about the Venizelos Foundation, see: www.venizelos-foundation.gr
(last accessed on Jan. 30, 2016).

2. The “adventurous and daring” George Kalfas (I'edpylog A. Kdhoog or Kahedkng:
born in Creta, died in Montreal in 1960) was also involved in the internal politics of
the Greeks in Canada. Leading a group of supporters of Venizelos, he founded the
“Greek Orthodox Community of Holy Trinity” in Montreal in 1925, because of
political differences with the royalist-controlled “Greek Orthodox Community of
Montreal.” The two Greek communities of Montreal (the one run by Venizelos’
partisans and the one run by Royalists) reunited in Dec. 1931. For a few more details
about him and the two Greek pre-WWII communities in Montreal, see: S. Florakas-
Petsalis, 70 Build a Dream: The Story of the Early Greek Immigrants in Montreal,
2nd ed., Montreal 2010, pp. 170-172; T. loannou, La Communauté grecque du
Québec, Institut québécois de la recherche sur la culture, Québec 1983, pp. 24-25;
and G.D. Vlassis, The Greeks of Canada, 2nd ed., Ottawa 1953, p. 140.

3. Bishop Vasileios Komvopoulos (Baciietog Koppomoviog: born in Sinope, Ottoman
Empire, 1877; died in Drama, Greece, 1941) was a controversial Greek Orthodox
cleric. Being a royalist, he clashed with the pro-Venizelos Patriarch of Constantinople
Meletios Metaxakis, and in 1922, he left for the United States where a year later he
created the splinter “Autocephalous Greek Orthodox Church of America and Canada”
(«Avtoképarog Eainvikn ‘Exkincio Hvopévov Iolteidv kai Kovaddar). He was
officially deposed in 1924, but he was reinstated by Bishop Damaskinos (later
Archbishop and Regent of Greece) in 1930, in a gesture of reconciliation within the
Greek Orthodox Church. After his reinstatement, he returned to Greece to become
Bishop of Drama. For more details about Bishop Komvopoulos, see:

http://www.imdramas.gr/news/?c=26 (last accessed on Feb. 21, 2016).

4. 'H. N. Horoapovorng, Hepinrukn Totopia 100 Kavada kai EAlnvo-Kavooikog
Oodnyog, Canadian Greek Publishing Co., Movtpedin 1921-1922, cc. 140-142.

5. See Note 2.

6. The dispute between the Hellenic Community of Greater Montreal and the Greek
Orthodox Metropolis of Toronto (Canada), which has a history of more than 30 years
now, is probably the most protracted discord in the Greek minority of Canada.

7. Hercules Papamanolis (‘HpakAfig N. TTamapavadng: born in Piraeus, Greece, circa
1875; died in Montreal in 1946). He apparently held a degree in Law from the
University of Athens. In 1902—1903, he edited and published in Piraeus two literary
collections (@uhoroyikd Asvkdpata) of short stories, essays and poems written by
various Greek authors of that time. By 1910, he had immigrated in Montreal, where
he briefly held the position of teacher and director of the newly-established Greek
School. In 1921-1922, he published a Greek-Canadian Guide (see Note 2) and in
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1923, he launched the Greek weekly newspaper Hestia (‘Eotic), which was published
until 1958. He probably travelled a few times across the Atlantic. Beyond his trip to
Paris to meet Venizelos sometime before 1931, which is mentioned in his letter, his
name is found twice in the Ellis Island (NY, USA) registry of immigrants: once in
1933 with “age 54”, and a second time in 1939 with “age 60.” A grave in the Mount
Royal Cemetery of Montreal bears the name “Hercules Papamanolis” with a date of
death November 15, 1946.

. GAPA stands for Greek American Progressive Association. It was established in 1923

in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania as a more nationalist counterpart of AHEPA (American
HEllenic Progressive Association). Contrary to the assimilation-oriented AHEPA,
GAPA was placing more emphasis on the preservation of the Greek language, and
only Orthodox applicants were accepted as members. Several GAPA chapters are
still active today in the US, but the organisation is virtually non-existent in Canada.

. The amount of $700 was substantial in 1931. To put things into perspective, in 1930,

the average annual wage for men was $931 and for women $564 (see: A. Rashid,
“Seven decades of wage changes.” StatCan Perspectives, summer 1993, vol. 5, no.
2, article 1; URL: http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/75-001-x/1993002/57-eng.pdf, last
accessed on Feb. 17, 2016).

10. A.V. Seferovitch was the Consul General of Yugoslavia and the Acting Consul of

11.

12.

Greece in Montreal in the late 1920s and early 1930s (see: G.D. Vlassis, The Greeks
of Canada, Ottawa 1942, p. 26).

Dimitrios Kaklamanos (Anuntpiog I'. Kaxhapdvog: born in Nafplion, Greece, 1867;
died in London, UK, 1949) was a Greek intellectual journalist and career diplomat
(see: IL.I". KoAkivikog, Anuntpiog Kaxiopovog: O avBpwmogs kol 10 ovyypopiko too
épyo, Adpog, ABnva 1994).

Apostolos Machairas (Am6ctorog Mayaipdc: born in Lefkada, Greece in 1883;
unknown where and when he died) was a Greek career diplomat, and the first
salaried General Consul of Greece in Montreal. His presence in Canada was cut
short due to budget cuts (see: ['dvvng Kokkmvag, «H eddnvikn dimhopotio otov
Kovaoddr», 31 Avyovotov 2013; URL:
https://coconasblog.wordpress.com/2013/08/31/, last accessed on Feb. 21, 2016).
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The Transcribed Letters

Letter 1
From George Kalfas to Eleftherios Venizelos, Prime Minister of Greece

Mr George Kalfas
Montreal, 28 Tov. 1929
Ipog v Avtod E&oydnta
K. 'ElevBépiov Beviléhov
[pwbomovpyov
Eig ABnvog

Kopie [1podedpe,

"Exo v Ty vér dmooteilo Ypiv cuwmppévoc ode dvtiypopov kBécemg
YEYOVOT®V TV OmoimV fipmg TuyYavel O kabnpnuévog Basiieiog KopBomovrog.!

Airtio T 4mocstodig Tpog Y udig Tod &v Adym &yypdpov etvar 1} S1ddocig HTin
"Exicincia danepdoice va dpn v kobaipesty kol va Emavapépn tov Koppomov-
Aov &i¢ t0 a&impa to omoiov Katelyev &v T 'Exxinoia mpiv kaboipebdij. Tovtov
yevopévov, 0a dnpuovpyn o pio KaTaoTao1g TPAYUATOV HETAED THG &V AUEPIKTG
opoyeveiag ko’ ohokAnpiav abepdnevtoc. Kai ényoduat:

‘O Bagcikeiog Koppomoviog petd v kabaipesiv tov Exeipotdvnoe 40 iepels,
GvOPOTOVG Ay PAUUATOVS, XOPTOTOIKTAG Kol TipmOG AKATOVOUAGTMY TPAEE®V,
ol omoiot énavepyouévov tod Baotigiov gig v té&v tdV 1KAnpikdv 0 Topo-
peivootl TETpa okavodAav Kai dtapécemv To0 EAAvionod tiig Apepikilg kol
100 Kavadd. Aott, yvwotod dvtog 10D yapaktiipog tdv GvOpdnmy to0tmv,
0Vdels PpOVIHOG Kol 6EBOHEVOS £00TOV Kad TNV dumpov Bpnokeiov pog Oa dvo-
yvopion og avtumpocmnovg ovtic. Ol Aeyduevor iepeic tod Koppdmoviov Exovv
teléon Stépopa puoTipia dvepyodpeva gic yiiadag érva PePaimg slvou dxvpa,
K061 (2)? EteElécOnoay Tapa Aaikdv.

Kopre Tpoedpe, ai mpaterg kai ol Evépyeton tod Kopfomoviov kol tdv map’
aTOD YEPOTOVNHEVTOV TPOKOAODGL TV @piknV Kol TOV drotponiacudy. 'E&n-
VTEMGAV TO EAANVIKOV Gvopa, €l T dupato TV i0ayevdv Kol Koteppeinmoay
v OpBodo&iav.
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"Towg v Empene £ym VoL TPOP® €i¢ TNV AOGTOANV Tiig Tapovomng d10TL Gpuo-
1ot elvar oi Emionuot vtumpdconot Tig EAnvikiic KuBepviceng, GALY yvo-
pilov 811, obtor &yt pdvov S&v E€Decav TV GANOT katdoTacty T@V
EKKANGCLOOTIKAV pog Tpayudtmv &v Auepikii kot Kovadd, aAld, 0écavteg tag
TPOCOTIKAS TOV GUUTAELNG VTEPAVO TAV KOWADV GCULPEPOVIMV, TUPEGTIGOV
gig v EAAnvucv KvBépvnotv SAmg S1opopeTikV TV KOTAGTAGLY.

Befaimg yevvavrar o épomuata:

o [Ipénel va Stonmviedi) 1 KoTdoTaotg Kol moio, PETpo TPETEL VoL ANeOdoL d1d
™V Oepanciov g’

O Koppomovrog katappéet, oi icorovfodvieg adTov ivot EAE1oTot, Kod &6V
Sl Ldg évepyeiog TV ETONUOV AvTrpocdrmv Thg EALGS0C Kal 1dimg ToD &v
Ovaotyktdve TIpesPevtod, oo tiig Omolog v VTESEIKVOETO EVIOVMC Kol
avoTNPAS €l TOVG dkolovBovvtag Tov KopBomoviov Gt Td puothplo To Te-
Lovpeva map’ antod kol TV mop’ adtod yeipotovnOéviay slvar dkvpa, Kol
EKKANGLOOTIKAC KOl TOMTIKMS, TO 0yaploToV anotédesua 0d Empyeto toyd-
tepov map’ doov EAmtiletar. Aot 00depia Tapopoia EvEpYELn £YEVETO TTOPE TRV
avtimpoo®nmv tiig [atpidog pag uéypt onuepov.

(3) "Emiong 00 fjto cuvteleotucdv €ig Thv moryiooty Tiig eipivng v dmecté-
AETO SLOKEKPUEVOG KANPIKOG Kol 1 SuvaTov €k TV VE®V Ymp®dV Tiig ‘EALAS0G
0 omoiog va meptEAdn dhag tag Exnvikag Kowodmrag Apepuciig kai Koavoda
Kol pe dvvapy kol 60€vog vmodeiln eig Tovg OpOYEVEIS TaG cuveneiog Kol €ig

moiov kpnuvov 6dnyodvrar. Eipon BéPorog &t 0o Eneide tovg KoAf Th mioTel
axorovBovvtog tov Koppomoviov.

Kai téhog €av 8001 —ovyympoydptt — gig tov Koppomoviov 0d mpokaAéon
KOKIGTOV TTPONYOVHEVOV KOd S&v O etvar Suokolov, AapPavopévng O’ Syty
TN EA0OTIKOTTOG TAOV VoLV Apepikiig kol Kavada, vo avapoavdot kol dAlot
Koppoémovrot, gig t0 Alov Tpoceyeg HEAROV.

[Mavrwg olodnmote Evépyeia fitig i0eke tebi €ig Epappoynv ol xelpotovndév-
te¢ mopa To0 Koppfomoviov mpémet va madcmotv ExoyyeAdpevol TOV igpéa.

[emomg 6111 Y petépa EEoxdtng 0 katavonon 8Tt to aveotépm stvar EEo-
TEPIKELOIG TOD TOVOL 010 TNV &V AdY® Katdotaoty, "EAANvog olkoyeveldpyov

kol Xptotiovod Opboddéov.
Aotel®d pet’ aneipov oefacuod,

I'. A. KéAopag
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Letter 2

From the Private Secretary of Eleftherios Venizelos, Prime Minister of Greece,
to George Kalfas

Abfvon t) 20/2/1929.—

Kbpie Kdrooa,

'O . [Ipdedpog tiig KuPepvioems pod dvédeoe va olig yvopicm 0Tt dvéyvmoe
UET” EVOPEPOVTOC TNV Ao 28 ANENVTOG EMIGTOANY GO KPATHGAG CNUEIOCY
TOD TTEPLEYOUEVOD TNG.—

Meta Tiufic

O Tdwitepog I'paprpoted
Kov I'. Kéipav

Montreal, Kanada’

Letter 3
From Hercules Papamanolis to Eleftherios Venizelos, Prime Minister of Greece

Hercules N. Papamanolis
Grand Governor of Canada
Delphic Order of G.A.P.A.
Grand Governor’s Office
4395 St. Denis Street

Montreal, Canada 11 Anptiiov 1931

Kopre [Ipoedpe!
"Ev yvioet the Dpetépag Embupiog dnmg Ehevbépmc dmevbuvetan mag "EAAn
poOg Yudg ite 010 TV amovouny dkaiov gig avtdv, eite dmme avomticn Tt
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GUVTEAEGTIKOV S0 TV YEVIKTV TPO0SOV, Aopfdvem Ty Tiuny va. 6dg arevfivo
Vv Tapodcav, &v temodnoet Ott BEAeL TOYN THG de0voNS TPOGOYT|C.

[Ipo tiig €icdd0v pov &ig T BENa, EmTpomiTo [ot va Diiopviom T Y HeTépa
‘E&oyomtt 811 Eoyov v Tiunv v odg yvopicon &v Iloapioiog kol vo odg
VoPBiAe — ko0’ v évtoAv eiyov mapd @ Kowotmtov tod Kovadd — v
gvyvopocuvny 100 ‘EXAnviopod 1od Koavada did tag drepdyovg mpog 10 "EBvog
vmpeciag cog, (2) &1t 8¢ voL tpocBicm BTt eipon ok TG Kai StaktvnTig Tiig
uovng év Kavadd Erdnvikiic ‘Eenuepidog « Eotiogy, mepi tiig dpdoemg Tiig
onotag 0a dvvato va GnmBodv mAnpogopiot mapd tiig A.E. 10D &v Odaoctyktdvi
Avtimposdmov Tiig ‘EALGS0C, Kol mopd Tob Xef. Apyieniokomov Kopvbiag.

Elcdym 100 €owtod pov 10 mpattev GmA®dg Kol povov tva M Y uetépa
"E€ox6tg &yl O1° Syer g 6t Ay TG 110N TOG LoV OG dNHOGLOYPAPOD EYm
peletnon to Bépa 10 6moio AapuPave Ty Ty v’ avartuéo.

"Ev 6hoxMpo 11 Emcporeio tod Kavadd, elve dykateotnuévot mepi todg
8.000 "EAAnvec. To fipuov advtdv Exovoty ykataotadi] v T untpomdiel Tod
Kavadd, Movtpedin,t koi gig v énapyiav Ontario. To 8’ Etepov fipuov (3) €ig
tag Aowag Enapyiog. Kowodtmteg Aettovpyodv tpeic: 000 &v Movipedin peta
dvo 1810kt oyoAeinv, kai pio &v Topdvim Ont. uetd oyodeiov.’ To
Aghpikov Taypo T Gapa dwtnpel &v tf) toret Quebec oyoAeiov EAMvikov. !

‘H Movtpeddn eive &5pa t0d EAlvikod Ipoeveiov, dmpyet 88 kai
"Yronpo&eveilov &v Topovtm. To év BavikodPep kotepynon.

'H dmdotactg drnd Movipeding péypt Baviodfep eive 618mpodpopkdg mepi
T0 WEVTE MUEPOVLYTIO, Ol O0& amo tig Emopyiog Ontario opoysveic péypt
BavkodPep ovdémote eidov "EAlnva IIpdEevov, o0ddémote fkovsoy pioy
TOTPLOTIKNY OAMa, Kol 6tov cuvERT va Uy e0pickovtol TAnGiov TV Tolemv
€i¢ tag omoiag dropévovat EAnvikal mapokion thg Apepikiig Mvaykdctnooy
ol OpoYevels (4) va TeELoDV T LuoTHPLd TV g Tag AyyAkavikag ExkAnciog.
To dmotérecpo eive o EAANvOmovAo T tépav Tod kOKAov TV Emapyidv
Quebec kai Ontario dyvoodot v EAnviciy YAdccov, Kol give EMayioTon ol
oikoyévelonr €kelvarl ai omoion Epepipvnoav vo ddcovv EAnvuciv tva
UOPP®GV €1G TO TEKVO TOV.

‘Onog kol 0 &v Apept] EAAMvicpog, ovtog kol 6 év Kavadd totodtog
Sakpivetor St TNV PriomoTpioy Tov, TANVY ol €ig 10 EcwTteptkov Tod Kavada
ouoyevelg mapapeinfévieg mtapnuéincay va dpyavabodv gigc Kowotnrtag.
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TeAevtaing kol at 000 dpyavacelg Gapa kai Ahepa {dpvoav TUROTO €1G TO
gowtepkov Tod Kavada, drov dmedeiybn 61t yperdleton kamown Emionpog
Evépyetla mpog dopydvmaty TV dvev Koworjtov EAAviK®Y mapokidv tod
(5) ayavodc Kavoda.

Kotovodv tekeimg Ot pdvov pia Emickeyic avBpomov mepifefinuévon
Kamota id0tnta €ig idkny dmootoAny Bd £60vato va pubuion TV KATAGTAGLY,
VoL ELLYDOT), VO EVOoppYv Kol v Opyavadon Tov EAAVIeUoV Emoképiny mpod
unvog tov év Movtpedin avominpotiy I'evikod IIpo&évou k. ZepépoPitg kol
oD glma &1 06 1170 KOOV VoL TaEdgdon, Vo TV i10TTé TV O TIpo&ivou, dmd
wag EAAnvikiic mopowkiog eig GAANV Kol va mpoPiy TovAdylotov &ig Thv
dnuovpyioy oyorelmv, dedouéEVOL OTL DIAPYOLY TEVTE KEVTPO OOV KAAMOTA
Suvavtar vor StaPpeddot Towadta. O k. TIpdEevog edpev OpORV T idéav pov,
ONAMGOG 1ot & OTL SV &Y TOV KOpOV O VL EMLXEPNOT| TO TaEEdIoV 0OTO, e
EPMOTNOEV E0V Eduvapuny €ym (6) va T° avaldfw Vo tithov gidikiic [Tpoevikiic
amocToARG, £mi Tfi Epmmoet Tov 88 Tivag dEboelg elyo S0 Tateidiov O Omoiov
0’ dmmtel év ko 45 Nuepdv dmovsiay ék MovipedAng, 16 elmov 8Tt TPOKEEVOD
St totobtov Epyov v BEAM 1 povov T EE000A Lov, TjTot Voloyicapey dTL T
ownpodpopka kol Ao £€oda 6 avépyovto gig $700. 'O k. IIpdEevog pe
evyopiotnoey kol pol EdNAmoey Ot B0 ypdyel Ttepl ToOVTOV EKTEVAG €ig TNV
[peoPeiav Aovdivov. [Tapfiibov dpretol pijve, Kol m¢ ol Avakoivooe 08V ETuye
GmavTNoEmg €Ml ToD (NTHUATOG TOVTOV.

AicBavopevog 6t dvvapat va pavd ypnowog i [Hatpidt £mi tod dntuartog
a0ToD, Kol ToTEV®OV ATl AmoTeAET AdIKNU VA Leivn dvadtopydvmtov péya
tufjuae o ‘EAAnviopod tod Kavadd, drepdoioa (7) v’ amotavOd mpog Y nd,
Kol v Bécm Vo Vv kpioty cag v idéav pov. Agv dBodpot ano eriodosiov,
GAAA VOIDOO® péEGO oV OTL dVvVaIOL VO PEP® €l TTEPAG Uioy TOLDTIV EVIOANY,
Kol 1 Todtov Erafov T0 Bappog va ypdyw tpog v Y petépav E&oyotnto.

Aoted®d peta fabotdrov oefaopod

‘Hp. [Hamopovoing
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Letter 4

From Dimitrios Kaklamanos, Ambassador of Greece in London, UK, to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Greece

No. 1531/11/31
AONAINON TH Inv!"! Iovviov 1931

[pog 10 émi tdv 'EEmtepikdv Ynovpyeiov
Tufuo B”. [ToAttikov.

Anavtdv i 10 Vuétepov v’ apdu. 6514 Eyypagpov tijg 13ng Maiov,
AopBave Ty Ty v Gvakotvaoo DUV, OTt, Kot TV yVOUNY [ov, 1 TpdTaots
00 dnpoctoypdeov k. [amapavodln, dnwog nepmyndi| tov Kavadav, mpog
opyavoowy ‘EAlnvikdv Kowotitov KtA. d&v pol @aivetal mpokTikn, ovte
Svvoron var katadién eic olovdnmote dmotédesia, S10TL 00TOC &V Exet TO did
tow0TnV €pyaciav dmontovpevov kbpoc. O k. [omapavarng, BAAmG te, kol Tpo
TplETiog Emeyeipnoe TON TV TEPLOdELOY, KT’ EVTOANV Kol O1d Somavng Tiig &v
Ovoryktdvi EXinvikiic TpecPeiac, ywpic 1 meplodeio tov £keivn vo, kotodnén
€15 TIMOTE TO YPNOLUOV T| TPAKTIKOV.

To &pyo dopyavmceng tdv ‘Ernvikdv Kowotrtov eig tov Kavaddav é¢’
6oov €vvoeitarl 00 VPOV Kol T0 TPOG OPYUVHOGLY TOOVTOV KOWOTHTOV
ototyein, 0o Ndvvato v’ avoineot] vmo upictov vroAAAoL Tiic [Tpo&evikiic
NUOV VINpesiag, g TolodToV 6¢ cuvicTwy ToV ['evikov [1pdEevov k. Mayoupdv,
6oTic Kol dAA0TE EmeckEPON, HE eldIKNV GrocToAnY, TOV Kavaddy, Kol av 1
KvBépvnoig évopulev 8t évde[i]kvietar dpyovotic[f] Tic vépysta &xel, eipon
BéRanog 811 6 k. Mayoupdg 0d EEEMANPOL TNV ATOGTOAV TOV EMITLYAC.

'E[€] 6Alov, 0 k. ZepépoPitg'? ovdénote pod dofiface Ty avapepopévny
V1o 1od k. Tomapavdn aitmoty tepi Totad g Teptodeiog” adTog 88 glve 6 Adyog
O Ov kol 6gv EAafPev amavinoty Emi i TpoTacsems Tov O K. [amapavdinc.

'O IpeoPevtg
A. Koaxhopdavog
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NOTES ON THE TRANSCRIBED LETTERS

1. A handwritten note on the letter states: “<Also newspaper clips>.”

2.
3.
4.

Numbers in bold parentheses indicate the page number of the original manuscript.
The author says that there are several questions, but he puts forth only one.

This is a direct accusation that the Greek diplomats in Canada and the USA were too
close to some clergy circles.

5. The long dashes are present in the typewritten letter. It is likely that the author wanted

to use quotes for the word cvyympoydéptt, which sounds as not part of the Greek purist
(xaBapevovoa) vocabulary. (Yet, this word is perfectly Greek.)

6. There is no signature in this note by the Private Secretary of Venizelos.

7.

In the original, the word Canada is misspelled with a K instead of C.

8. According to the 1915 Census data included in Papamanolis’ Greek-Canadian Guide

of 1921-1922, Montreal was then the biggest Canadian city with a population of
617,000 (not including the suburbs). Toronto was second with a population of
534,000. By 1931, the two cities were almost equal in population, and later Toronto
overpassed Montreal.

. Montreal and Toronto are today the only two Canadian cities where daily Greek

schools are operating. Particularly in Montreal, there is a network of six kindergarten
and elementary Greek schools with over 1,200 pupils.

10. The Greek school in Quebec City was opened in 1930, but closed in 1938, because

it did not have enough students (see: S. Constantinides, Les Grecs du Québec,
Editions O Metoikos — Le Méteque, Montréal 1983, pp. 74-76).

11. Mistakenly written in the original letter. It should have been written as 1y).

12. Mistakenly written in the original letter. It should have been written as Zepépofttg

(Zeferovitch).
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