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RÉSUMÉ 

Cet a r t i c l e  t ra i te de l ' i nf l uence des g roupes dom i n a n t s  
'
s u r  l a  'l i e  po-

1 i t i que grecque. On a comp i l é  une 1 i s t e  de 19 groupes parmi l es p l u s 
importants  de l a  soc i é t é  hel l én i que et on a i n terrogé un tota l  de 7 1 2  
rés i dents d ' Athènes A propos d e  l e u r  i n f l uence sur l e s  é l ec t ions gé
néra l es de 1 97 4 .  Les resu l ta t s  comf i rment aus s i  l ' o p i n ion que l es 
gens a t t r i buent une g rande i n f l uence aux groupes qu ' i l s  n ' a iment pa s .  
L e  "cl i .:!n t a l  i sme e t  l e  patronage" semblent être a u  cen t re d e  l a  po-
1 i t ique grecqu e ,  I A  où l e s  groupes dom inants  con t i nuent de jou i r  des 
p r i >1 i l èges spéc iaux a u  s e i n  d e  l a  soc i é t é  grecque.  

ABSTRACT 

Th i s  paper dea l s  w i t h  the i n f l uence of dominant groups i n  Greek na
t i ona l pol i t i c s .  A 1 i s t o f  1 9  major groups i n  Greek soc i et y  was 
comp i l ed and a tot a l  of 7 1 2  res i den t s  of Athens were a s ked to e>1a l un t e  
the amount o f  i n f l uence exerc i sed o n  t h e  outcome o f  t h e  1 974 genera l 
e l ec t i on s .  The resu l t s of t h i s  study showed that , on t he who l e ,  
pol i t i c a l  persona ! i t i e s  were perc e i >1ed t o  ha>1e grea t e r  i n f l uence than 
a i l  other factors con s i dered . The res u l t s  a l so con f i rmed the idea that  
peopl e ascr i be a great deal  of  i n f l uence to groups the� d i s ]  i ke .  
"C l ient i s t l c  o r  pat ronage re l a t ions"  seem to b e  t he n o r m  i n  Gree k po-
1 i t i c s ;  the >1a r l ous dominant groups con t i nue to enjoy spec i a l  p r l >1 i 
l eges w l t h i n  Greek soc i e t y .  

The i n f l uence of dom i nant  g roups in  s ha p i ng nat i on a l  
and  i n ternat i on a l  p o l  i t i ca l  dec i s i on s  h a s  been a s u bj ect 
of i n terest to po l i t i ca l  soc i o l og i s t s  and po l i t i ca l  
s c i en t i s t s  a l  i ke .  l n  t h i s  paper we focus on on l y  one 
a s pect of the i n f l uence of  t he dom i nant  g roups , name l y  
t he Athen tan percep t i ons  o f  t he amount o f  i n f l uence o f  
dom i nant  g roups i_n nat i"onci l pol i' t i'c s ,  Fo r t h.e pu rpose of 
t h i s  ana l ys i s  dom i�ant g roups w i l l  be def fn ed a s  a l l t hose 
g roups- wti tch_ exe rt i�f l uence on t he po l tt tca l p roces�es , 
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part i cu l a r l y  on t he out comes of nat i ona l e l ec t i on s .  Mo re 
spec i f i ca l l y ,  we w i l l  focu s  on the 1 974 e l ec t i on -- the  
f i rs t s i n ce t he restora t i on of  democ racy i n  G reece .  

l n  t he l j. t era t u re on ma s s  pol  i t i cs and  po l  i t i ca l  e l  i t es , 
we can i dent i fy two maj o r  t heoret i ca l  and  con ceptua l 
o r i en ta t i on s .  One i s  mo re con serva t i ve/a r i s t o c ra t i c  and 
two , a mo re ra d i ca l approac h .  The fo rme r l ooks  at the 
masses a s  apat het i c  and  i ncapa b l e  o f  ru l  i ng t hems e l ves . 
Suppo rt e rs of  t h i s  v i ew have a oas i c  d i s t ru s t  of t he 
ma sses ' a b i l i t y to i n f l uence soc i a l  and  pol i t i ca l  even t s .  
l n  the conserva t i ve v i ew dom i n a n t  g roups and  t he i r  l eaders  
a re by  n a t u re and  necess i ty mon� i mpo rtant  i n  ma k i n g  t he 
c ruc i a l  dec i s i on s  and  i n f l uenc i ng po l i t i c s  and  soc i a l  
change t han  a re the  ma s s e s .  

l n  t h e  c a s e  o f  G reece we f i nd a dea r t h  o f  s t ud i es of  
dom i nant  g roups pa r t i cu l a r l y  w i t h respect t o  the  pub l  i c 1 s  
percep t i on s  conce rn i ng t he i r l eaders . l ndeed a n umbe r of 
s t udents  of  G reek pol i t i cs and  soc i e ty ( Legg , 1 969 ; Po l l  i s ,  
1 96 5 ;  Kou rveta r i s ,  1 977 )  have suggested that  t he p rob l em 
of  G reece a s  an  unsta b l e  wes t e rn democ racy 1 i e s  not so 
much i n  the n a t u re of i t s  peop l e  but i n  t he p roces ses of 
rec ru i tment and compos i t i on of i t s  l eaders . l n  other  wo rds , 
i t  i s  mo re of  a prob l em conce rn i ng t he top r a t h e r  than a 
p rob l em of  the bottom of the  soc i a l  and pa l i t i ca l  
s t ructu res . 

The dom i·nant  g roups have been on e of the  maj o r  p ro b l em:: 
o f  G reece s i nce  i t s i ncept i o n  a s  an i nd ependent na t i on i n  
t he m i d  1 9t h  cen t u ry .  The mod e rn pa l i t i ca l  and  soc i a l  
h i s tory of G reece i s  rep l et e  w i th f requent m i l i ta ry 
i n te rven t i on s ,  coups , coun t e r  coups , revol t s , c i v i l  wa r s ,  
a nd  pa l i t i c a l  c r i ses i n  genera l .  

Recen t l y ,  t he re has  been a n  effort to emp i r i c a l l y  s tudy 
soc i a l  and po l t i ca l  l eaders  i n  G reek  soc i e t y .  A l exander  
( 1 964 )  s t ud l ed t he G reek i nd u s t r i a l  e l  i te s , Kou rve ta r i s  
( .1 97 1 a , b , c )  t he m i l i ta ry ,  Legg ( 1 969) the  po l î t i ca l  
l eaders , Ca rmoco l i a s  ( 1 974)  the  percept i on s  of educa t i ona l 
and  occupa t i on a l  e l  i tes  i n  Pa t ra s  concern i ng pol  i t i ca l  
commun i ca t i on s  (espec i a l l y  t h e  newspape rs ) ; and  Meynaud 
( 1 966) a va r i e ty  of pol i t i ca l  forces i n  G reece . 

The f requent m i l i t a ry i n te rven t ions  and  the  b rea kdown 
of democ ra t i c reg i mes  i n  t he  past  have i n  p a r t  con t r i buted 
to the nega t i ve percep t i on s  of the peop l e  towa rd the 
effect i veness  of  t he i r  pal  i t i c a l  sys tem and  the l eg i t i macy 
of t t1 e i r:  l ea de r s .  Nega t i ve pub l i c  percept i o n s  of 
l eaders may weaken t he effec t i veness  of t he pa l i t i ca l  
system and  cha l l enge the  l eg i t i macy of  i ts l eaders . 
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Greece ' s  set t i ng can be used to test  a number of hypo
t heses concern i ng t he i nf l uence of dom i na n t  g roups in  Greek 
soc i et y .  Fo r examp l e :  Why do peop l e  att r i bute g rea ter  
i n f l uence to  some g roups than to other?  What can we l ea rn 
f rom peop l e 1 s  percept i ons  about dom i na n t  g roups 1 i n f l uence 
i n  po l t i cs?  

l n  t h i s  ana l ys i s  we w i l l  con s i d er the soc i a l  a nd  
pa l i t i c a l  corre l ates  of  those who i dent i f i ed certa i n  
pa l i t i ca l  g roups . Pe rcept i ons  of  dom i nant  g roups w i l l  
p rov i de us  w i t h  some i dea of how the peop 1 e f  ee 1 a bout  t hose 
who a re ru l i n g  them .  Pub l i c  o p i n i on su rveys cont r i bu t e  to 
ou r understand i ng of how peop l e  perce i ve the pal i t i c i a n s  
and  t he way t ha t  t h e  pa l i t i ca l  system wo rks . Such 
pe rcept i on s  may i n f l uence reg i me support and comm i tment to 
that  sys tem. A sense of J eg i t i ma cy and su ppo rt  fo r the 
i mp l emen ta t i on of pa l i cy and dec i s i on-ma k i ng may resu l t .  

Form and  Ryt i na l  ( 1 969) noted t ha t  pe rcept i on s  of  e l i tes 
were r:e lated to soc i a l  c l a s s  or s t a t us . Dye ( 1 962 ) found 
that  members of the maj o r i ty pa rty we re more apt  to bel i eve 
dec i s i on-ma k i ng i s  deomoc rat î c  and open to the i nf l uence 
of  a va t i ety  of g roups than a re members of t he oppos i t i o n .  
K l o rman ( 1 978)  found on l y  very 1 i m i ted suppo r t  fo r Form and 
Ryt i na 1 s hypothes i s  that  percept i on s  of i n s t i tut i ona l power 
s t ructures a re c l os e l y  1 i n ked to one1s s t ra t i f i ca t i on 
pos i t i on . He d i d ,  howeve r ,  f i nd support for Dye 1 s  i dea 
that  the pal i t i c a l  maj o r i ty and  m i no r i ty eva l ua t e  g roups 
d i fferen t l y .  K l o rman ( 1 978 : 786 )  sugges ted that the 
perce i ved d i s t r i bu t i on of  power i s  cont i ngen t u pon one 1 s  
"a ffect i ve o r i en tat i on towa rds t he  g roup s t i mu l us . 1 1  There 
may be a part i cu l a r  tendency to a t t r i bute g reat i n f l uence 
to a g roups that one d i s l  i kes . 

DATA COLLECT I O N ,  RES EARCH P ROCEDURES AND HYPOTHESES 

The data we re co l l ected du r i ng t he s p r i ng and  summer of 
1 97 7 .  Soc i o l ogy s t uden t s  f rom P i erce-Deree Co l l eg e ,  an 
Ame r i ca n  s ponsored i nst i tu t i on ,  and Un i vers i ty of At hens 
s t uden t s  were t ra i ned to adm i n i s t e r  the i nt e rv i ew sched u l e .  
A random samp l e  o f  8 0  b l acks i n  t h e  Greater  Athens a rea 
wa s d rawn w i t h the coope ra t i on of the Nat i on a l  Stat i st i ca l  
Serv i ce of G reece ( s i m l l a r  to t he U . S .  Cen sus Bu reau ) .  l n  
each b l ac k  t en hou seho l d s  were chosen fo r the i n terv i ews 
based on a s pec i f i ed i nterva l between houses . I nt e rv i ews 
were comp l eted w i t h  7 1 2  peop l e .  

As part  o f  our  i n terv i ew sched u l e ,  we dev i s ed a l i s t of 
1 9  maj o r  g roups  i n  G reek soc i ety . Us i ng a reputa t i ona l 
met hod of  s o r t s  we a s ked a number of  persan s to  name t he 
dom i nant  g roups wh i c h  exert i n f f oence l n  pal i't i c s .  Based 
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on t he i r  responses we comp i l ed t h i s  l i s t that  ref l ected 
the ma keup and d i ve r s i ty of the  Greek soc i et y .  (Ta b l e  One 
p rov i des a l i s t  of a l l these g roups . )  We a s ked each 
respondent to eva l ua t e  how much i n f l uence each g roup  had 
on t he out come of t he 1 974 e l ect i on .  Responden t s  cou l d  
rep l y  no i n f l uence ( 0  po i n t s ) , a 1 i t t l e  ( 1  po i n t ) ,  some 
(2 po i n t s )  o r  a g r ea t dea l (3 po i n t s ) . Mean s  were 
ca l cu l a ted to_determ i n e  t he ave rage amoun t of i n f l uence each 
dom i nant  g roup had.  We comb i n ed cer t a i n  va r i a b l es to make 
i n d i cators  of t h ree b road types of g roups . Mo re s pec i f i 
ca l l y ,  the i ndus t r i a l  i s t s , mu l t i nat i ona l s ,  ba n ke r s , and 
s h i powners fo rmed the cap i ta l  i s t  dom i nant  q roup wh i l e  t he 
newspapers , rad i o ,  and  TV composed the  mass med i a , and the 
ru r a l  and u r ban po l i ce forces and m i l i ta ry made up t he 
secu r i ty forces . l n t h i s  pa per we dea l p r i ma r i l y  w i t h  the 
comb i n ed dom i nant  g roups and  on l y  seconda r i l y  w i t h the -other  
forces . 

Fo l l ow i·ng K l o rma n 1 s not i on t hat  a person perce i ves  
g roups he d i s l  i kes a s  hav i ng l ots  of i n f l uence , we tenta-
t i ve l y suggest  the  fo l l ow i ng gen er:a.l p ropos i t i on :  Peo p l e  
who pos sess  certa i n  soc i a l  cha tacte r i s t i c s  wh i ch pred i s pose 
t hem to be conserva t i ve a re mo re l i ke l y  to suppo r t  t he 
p l u r a l  i s t  concept i on of i n f l uence and  t hus not see i n f l uence 
concen t ra ted i n  t he ha nds  of con serva t i ve g roups such a s  
the ca p i ta l  i s t  dom i n a n t  g rou p ,  the chu rc h ,  and t h e  secu r i ty 
forces . 

Soc i o-·demog raph. i c  cha rac ter i s t i cs pred i s pos i ng one to be 
con servat i ve a re o l de r  age , b e i ng fema l e .  b i r thp l ace i n  t he 
Pe l oponnese (sou t he rn reg i on of G reece } , and h i g her soc io 
econom i c  s t a t u s  { S ES ) . G roups con s i dered to  be  con ser
vat i ve i n  G reek soc i ety a re i ndus t r i a l  i s t s , ba n ke r s , s h i p 
owners , mu l t i na t i ona l corpora t ion s ,  t he m i l i ta r y ,  t he 
pol i c e ,  the C I A ,  chu rch , bu rea ucracy , fa rmers , and  c i v i l 
se rva n t s . G roups  con s i de red to be l eft a re the t rade 
un i on s  and  s tuden t s . The mas s  med i a - -newspape rs , rad i o ,  
and  te l ev i s , io --were not con s i d e red e i ther l eft o r  r i g h t  
a l t hough t he TV s tat ions  i n  G reece a re s tate  con t ro l l ed .  
The maj or  Athen i a n  papers represent a va r i ety of po l i t i ca l 
op 1 n 1 ons , Me rchan t s ,  po l t i c a l  pe rsona l l t i es and  po l i t i c a l  
p rog rams were not con s i d e red l ef t  o r  r i g ht a l so .  Me rcha n t s  
a re no rma l l y  sma l l  owners  a n d  a re caug ht between t he forces 
of the r i g ht and the l ef t  ( see Wr i g h t , 1 977 ) . Po l i t i ca l  
pe rsona ! i t i es  and  prog rams cou l d  represent any  i d eo l og i ca l  
persuas i on a l though pa r t i es of the r i g h t  a nd center  a re 
mo re often assoc i a t ed w i t h t he pe rson a ! i s t i c  and 
c l  i en t e l  i s t i c  a s pec ts  of pol  i t i cs ( Legg , 1 969)  wh i l e  the 
pa r t i es of t he l ef t  may be mo re conc erned w i t h  the  
obj ect i ve  a spects  of party  p l a tforms . 
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The spec i f i c  hypotheses we are most i n terested l n  are 
the fol l ow i n g :  Those be long i ng to the h i gher SES and 
those w i th a conserva t i ve sociodemog raphlc background wi l l  
be l ess 1 i ke l y  to perceive the cap i ta l  l s t  dom i nant groups 
and other conserva t i ve forces a s  exert i ng much i n f l uence 
i n  soc lety.  Those of h i gher educat ion and SES are more 
1 i ke l y  to a t t r i oute i nfl uence to pol i t ical  persona! i t i es .  
(For exam p l e ,  the more educated w i l l  tend to resent a 
pol i t i c s  based on cha r i sma rather than on rat ional  i ty and 
thus w l l l  a t t r f&ute to pol i t ica l  persona! i t y  important 
i n f l uence . )  

Those who perceive a threat to democracy f rom the r ight 
are more 1 i ke l y  to a t t r i bute grea t e r  i n f l uence to conser
vat i ve dom i nant groups. Converse l y ,  those who perceive a 
threat to democracy from the l eft are more 1 i ke l y  to 
at t r i bute greater I n f l uence to l eft i s t  g roups. Concern ing 
the pol i t i ca l  l eaders h i p ,  t hose who perceive a t h reat to 
democracy f rom the r i ght tend to a t t r i bute greater 
i n f l uence to pol i t ical  persona! i t ies  wh i l e  those who 
perceive a threat to democracy coming from the l eft tend 
to a t t r i bute greater i n f l uence to pol i t i ca l  programs. 
We can a l so compare relat i on s h i ps between percept ions of 
pol i t f ca l i nf l uence and vot i ng .  More spec i f i ca l l y  we wou l d  
expect to f i n d  a pos i t ive cor re l a t ion (not necssa r i 1 y  a 
causal relat îonsh i p )  between a t t r î bu t i ng i nf l uence to 
conserva t i ve groups and vot i ng J ef t i s t .  Both of these 
i n d i cators are man i festa t i ons  of d i s !  i ke for conservative 
forces. For a b r i ef desc r i p t i on of the opera t i ona l i zat ion 
of the soc i a l  strat i f i ca t i on and pol i t ical  va r i a b l es used 
in the ana l ys i s ,  see the appen d i x .  

F I N O I NGS 

Respondent s 1  Percept i ons of Dom i nant Groups . Below are 
the means of our 19 groups and the comb i ned i n d i cators of 
the cap i tâ l  i s ts ( i ndust r i a l  i st s ,  sh i powner s ,  bankers, and 
mu l t i nat iona l s ) , the mass med i a  (newspapers , TV, and rad io) , 
and the Greek mi l i t a ry and param i l  i t a ry forces (the off i cer 
corps of the a rmed forces and pol i ce) . 

Pol i t ical  persona! l ty had the greatest amount of 
i n f l uence on the  outcome of the e l ection of 1 974.  Accord i ng 
to t-tests of means, i t  was s i gn i f i cant l y  greater than a l l 
other groups. TV wh ich ranked second was not s i gn i f i can t l y  
d i fferent from the i n f l uence of i·ndus t r l a l  l s t s ,  the ent i re 
mass med i a  or n ews·papers .  The l nidus t r la l  i s t s  were not 
s i g n l f Î cant l y  d i'fferent f rom the rnfl uence of newspaper s ,  
rad i o ,  TV , and the en t i re mass me:d i a .  l n  other words,  the 
next f i ve factors were very c l ose l y  re l ated to eac� other. 
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TAB L E  1 

MEAN SCO RES OF  PERCE I VE D  POL I T I CAL I N FLUENCE  O F  DOM I NANT 
G ROUPS 

G roups 

Po 1 .  Pe rsona 1 i ty  
Te l ev i s i on 
l ndu s t r i a l  i s t s  
Ma s s  Med i a  
News papers 
Rad i o  
CAP I TAL I STS 
Sh i pown ers  
Po l  i t i ca l  P rog rams 
Mi 1 i t a ry 
Mu l t i na t i ona l s  
Banke r s  
M I L I TARY A N D  PARA
M I L I TARY E L I TES  
Po l i ce 
Bu reauc racy 
C I A 
Fa rmer s  
C h u rch 
C i v i l Serva n t s  
Me rcha n t s  
S tuden t s  
Trade Un i on s  

Mean 

2 . 286 
2 . 095 
2 . 088 
2 . 05 1  
2 . 039 
2 . 0 1 6  
1 .  860 
1 .  847 
1 . 8 1 2  
1 . 790 
1 .  785  
1 .  7 1 8  

1 .  694 
1 .  598 
J .  593 
1 .  507 
1 . 433 
1 . 397 
] . 29 1  
1 .  287 
1 • 2 1 9  
J • 1 OO 

The po l i t i ca l  persona ] i t i es had g reater i n f l uence than 
a l l other facto rs  i nc l ud i ng po l i t i c a l  p rog rams . The ma s s  
med i a  i n  g ene ra l had g rea ter  po l i t i ca l  i n f l uence than t he 
cap i ta l  i s t g roup . W i t h i n  the cap i ta l  i s t g rou p i t  was the 
i nd u s t r i a l  i s t s  fo l l owed by the bankers that seemed to have 
g rea t i n f l uence . 

We t d en t i f i ed t hose who we re a t  o r  nea r the top a s  the 
most dom i nant  g rou p s . Those h i gh- ran k i ng g roups  were the 
pol i t i c i a n s  (espec i a l  l y  the pe rson a !  i ty or cha r i sma t i c  
a s pec t s ) , the  mas s  med i a ,  and the cap i ta l  i s t s .  The s u p
port i ve g roups  were made u p  of  the secu r i t y forces , the 
bu reaucracy , and  the po l i t i c i an s ' po l i t i ca l  p rog rams . The 
m i l i ta ry ,  t h e  po l i ce , and the bu reaucracy ca r ry out the 
w i shes of t he dom fnant g roups . The pa rty p rog rams were the 
fo rma l s t rateg i es of  the pol  i t i c i a ns  s ugges t i ng how to 
i mp rove the G reek soc i a l  and pol i t i ca l  scene . Wh i l e  they 
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d i d  not have t he g rea test  amount  of i n f l uence , t hey were 
st i 1 1  i mpo rtant  i n  t he G reek rea 1 m of po 1 i t i c s .  The other 
g roups  fi n Tab l e  1 )  p l ayed m i ne r  ro l es î n  po l i t i c s .  
Accord i ng to the  peop l e 1 s  pe rcept i on s  t hese i nc l uded the  
mercha nt s ,  c i v i l  servant s ,  fa rmers , C I A ( l ) ,  l a bor un i on s ,  
s t uden t s ;  and  the  churc h .  

Soc i a l  Co r re l a tes of the Pe rcept i on s  o f  Dom i nant  G rou p s .  
We u sed Pea r son co r re l a t i on coef f i c i en t s  t o  s how the 
a s soc i at i on s  between percept i on s  of i n f l uence of dom i na n t  
g roups  a n d  t h e  soc i a l  a n d  p o l  i t i ca l  c ha rac te r i s i tc s  of the 
res ponden t s .  We hypot hes i zed that  t he h i g her t he soc io
econom i c  s tatus , the  l es s  t he tendency to  v i ew econom i c  and 
other con servat i ve fo rces as hav i ng po l i t i ca l  i n f l uence.  
Ove ra l l t he co r re l at i on s  s t rong l y  support t h i s  hypot hes i s .  
Peo p l e  w i t h  h i g her  i ncome , educa t i on ,  occupa t i on , pres t i ge 
and  subject i ve c l a s s  a re l es s  1 i ke l y  to v i ew t he cap i ta l  i s t s  
as  ha v i ng po l i t i ca l  i n f l uence. The corre l a t i on s  o f  cap i 
ta l i s t s  w i t h i n come , educa t i on ,  and  pres t i ge a re a bove . 20 
wh i l e  w i t h occu pa t i on i t  i s  . 1 9  and . 1 8  w i t h s u bj ect i ve 
i d en t i f i ca t i on .  A l so the h i gher  the S ES ,  the  J ess the 
perce i ved i n f l uence of the chu rch , the  bu rea uc racy , the 
m i l i ta ry ,  po l i c e ,  C I A ,  c i v i l servants , fa rmers , and  
me rcha n t s . Occu pa t i on a l  p res t i ge and  educa t i on a re mos t  
st rong l y  re l a ted t o  t h e  i n f l uence of these g roups . There 
i s  a wea k to moderate re l at ionsh i p  between t he soc i oeconom i c  
va r i a b l es and the i n f l uence of pol i t i ca l  persona ]  i ty .  
Occupa t i on a l  pres t i ge ( . 1 1 }  and  educa t i on ( . 1 1 )  a re  
pos i t i ve l y  re l a ted to  perce i v i ng po l  i t i ca l  pe rson a ]  i t i es as  
i n f l uent i a l  i n  po l  i t i c s .  The soc i oeconom i c  characte r i s t i cs 
a re not re l ated to t he perce i ved i n f l uence of the ma s s  
med i a ,  pa r ty  p rog rams , o r  t rade un i on s .  

Rega rd i ng t he soc i odemog raph i c  chatacter i st i c s ,  hav i ng 
one 1 s  b i r t h p l ace i n  Athens i s  somewhat nega t i ve l y  re l at ed 
to v i ew l ng t he cap i ta l  i s t s  ( - . 08 )  and  t he po l i ce (- . 07 )  a s  
hav i ng po l i t i ca l  i n f l uence ,  but i t  i s  pos i t i ve l y  re l at ed 
to the  be l i ef t ha t  t he ma s s  med i a  ( . 09 )  (espec i a l l y  t he TV) 
ha s po l i t i c a l  i n f l uence.  Peop l e  bo rn i n  t he Pel oponnese 
reg i on a re somewhat  J es s  1 i ke l y  to bel  i eve t he TV i s  
i n f l uen t i a l  i n  G reek pol i t i c s  (- . 09) . Th i s  may i n  par t  be 
because  not eve ryone has  had equa l access to t he te l ev i s ion 
i n  G reece and  the m i g ra n t s  to Athens a re p roba b l y  l es s  
exposed t o  TV t han  t he Athen i an s .  B i rt h  i n  Athens i s  
pos i t i ve l y  a s soc i a ted w î th the bel  i ef  t ha t  pol i t i ca l  
per sona l i t ies  ( . 1 3 )  and  po l i t l ca l  p rog rams ( . 09)  a re 
i n f l uent i a l  i n  Greek po l i t i c s .  More d i rect exposu re to 
t h e  maj o r  po l i t i c i an s  wou l d  be grea t e r  for t hose who 1 i ved 
a l l  t he i r 1 i ves i n  Athen s .  Nat i ve-born Athen i an s  a re l es s  
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l i ke l y  t o  v i ew me rchants  ( - . 20 ) , c i v i l servant s  ( - . 1 2 ) , 
fa rmers  (- . 1 3 } , a nd  t rade un i on s  ( - . 09 )  a s  po l i t i ca l l y  
i nf l uent i a l  wh i l e those ba rn i n  the  Pe l opon nese a re 
s l  i ght l y  more l ï·ke l y  to v i ew merchants  (. 08) and  t rade 
un i on s  ( . 08) as hav i n g pol i t i ca l  i n f l uence .  

Po l  i t i ca l  C ha ract e r i s t i cs and  Pe rcep t i on s  o f  Dom i nant  
Grou ps . Peop l e  who vote l ef t  a re much mo re l i ke l y  to see 
the ca p i ta l i s t s  ( . 28 ) , the mu l t i na t i on a l s ( . 3 1 ) ,  t he s ecu
r i ty forces (. 30 ) . t he chu rch ( . 1 9 ) , the  bu reaucracy ( . 20 ) , 
and  the  C tA ( . 4 3 )  a s  hav i ng st rong i n f l uence on po l i t i cs .  
A l so t hose  who see t he t h reat to democ racy com i ng f rom 
t he r i g h t  a re mo re l i ke l y  to a t t r i bute i n f l uence to t he 
cap i ta l  i t s ( .  1 8 ) , t he secu r i ty fo rces ( . 24 ) , t he chu rch 
( . 1 4 ) ,  t he bu reaucracy ( . 1 9 ) , t he mu l t i na t i ona l s  ( . 24 ) , 
and  the C I A  ( . 30 ) . The co r re l a t ton s w i t h  vot i ng a re 
genera l l y  s t ronger  than  the co r re l a t i on s  w i th t h reat f rom 
t he r i g ht . The C I A ,  pol i ce ,  and  mu l t i na t i ona l s  have t he 
h i g hest  corre l a t i on s  w i th vote and  perce i ved t h reat f rom 
t he r î g h t .  Lef t i s t  voters  a re J es s  l i ke l y  t o  be l  i eve t hat  
the  s t uden t s  and  po l i t i ca l  p rog rarns have i n f l uence i n  
pol i t i c s .  The re i s  n o  s i gn i f i ca n t  d i ffe rence between 
vot i ng l eft and  percept ions  of t he ma s s  med i a  o r  po l  i t i ca l  
pe rson a )  i t i es . 

Those who see t he t h reat a s  com i ng f rom t he r i g ht  a re 
mo re l i ke l y  to  see t he mass med i a  ( . 1 0 ) a s  i n f l uent i a l  i n  
po l i t i c s .  (The cor re l a t i on i s  s t ronge r for  t e l ev i s i on and  
rad i o  than  fo r newspape rs . )  Those who v i ew t he t h rea t  as  
com i ng f rom the l eft  a re l es s  1 i ke l y  to  v i ew t he ca p i -
t a l  i s t s  ( - . 1 1 )  a nd  t he secu r i ty fo rces ( · . 1 9 ) a s  i n f l u 
en t i a l . The s tuden t s  ( . 1 1 ) ,  pol i t i ca l  p rog rams ( . 09 ) , and  
t he l a bo r un ions  ( . 09 )  have somewhat mo re i n f l uence 
accord i ng to those who fea r t h reat f rom t he l ef t .  l n  
genera l t here i s  s u pport for t he hypot heses w i t h the 
corre l a t i on s  t end i ng to  be s t rongest  between vote and  
pe rcept i o n s  of dom i nant  g roups . Those who pe rce i ve t h reat 
f rom the r i gh t  o r  t hose  who vote l eft  a tt r i bute  i n f l uence 
to t he conserva t i ve forces i n  G reece . Th i s  tends  t o  
con f i rm t h e  i dea t h a t  peo p l e  a s c r i be a g reat dea l of 
i n f l uence to g roups  t hey d i s l  i ke .  

D I S C US S I ON 

We be l i eve t ha t  t he v i ews of  At hen i a ns rega rd i ng t he 
dom i nant  g roups  a re con s i stent  w i t h ou r v i ew of the  rea l i ty 
of  Greek soc i et y  d u r i ng the 1 970 ' s .  The data were 
co l l ected i n  1 977 and t hu s  re l fect the a t t i tudes p reva i l  i ng 
a t  that  t i me .  l n  1 98 1  t he soc i a l  i s t  pa rty  PASOK l ed by 
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Andreas Papandreou came to powe r .  The i nterpreta t i on of 
the data must be seen i n  the context of the preva l l  i n g  
a t t i tudes o f  t h e  Athen lans i n  the 1 970 1 s .  

Legg ( 1 969 � 1 1 0- 1 1 1 ).  has po i nted out that there i s  
constant commun i ca t i on between bankers , publ i shers , s h i p
owners , state off i c ia i s ,  and pol i t i c i ans . The pol i t i c ians  
or state off i c i a l s  need pol l t l ca l  support wh i l e the other 
groups need governmenta l favors . Greek pol l t ics i s  st i l l  
s t rong l y  i n f l uenced by c l  l ente!  i s t i c  o r  pat ronage re lat ions. 
The major Greek depu t i es norma l l y  have important fam l l y  
pol i t ical  t i es and personal c l ient s .  They concen trate on 
sat i s fy i n g  unaggregated i nd i v i dual  demands and the i r  con
cern w ith  the i ssues i s  usa l l y  m i n i ma l  (Legg1 1 969�273) . 
S i nce the v i ctory of PASOK, po l i t i cs are becom l ng more 
i s sue o r i ented however. 

Deput i es in the p.ar:l i.ament need the mass med i a  in order 
to become known to the publ l e .  l n  h i s  study of pol i t i ca l  
commu n i ca t i on i n  Greece between 1 965- 1 967 , Ca rmocol i a s  
( 1 974) fel t  t h e  Athen ian newspapers were the most important 
source of pol i t ica l  i nforma t ion.  (The i n f l uence of te l e
v i s  ion was m i nor because at that t i me there were few t e l e
v i s ions i n  Greece . )  He concl uded that most Athen i a n  news
papers were bel 1 icose and pol i t i c ized espec i a l l y  i n  per i ods  
of  c r i s i s .  The mass med i a  was bas i ca l l y  dysfunc t i ona l i n  
1 l n k i ng the ru l ed and the pol l t lcal  rul ers . Our f i ndi ngs 
support t h i s  somewhat for we see a g reat d i st rust of the 
Athen ian  da i l  ies. Twenty- s i x  per cent of the Athen lans 
d i d  not bel i eve any of the Athen lan papers accurately 
port rayed real ity and another 8% d i dn ' t  know or d i dn ' t  
answer.  

Accord ing  to Mouzel i s  ( 1 978 : 1 21 - 1 25) fore ign cap i ta l , 
wor k i ng c losely  w i t h  Greek cap i ta l  and the state,  has 
re i n forced a growing degree of cap i t a l  i s t  concen t rat ion .  
The state has granted espec i a l l y  enormous bene f i ts to 
fore i g n  cap i ta l .  At the same t ime ? however ,  a l a rge number 
or sma l l  i ndus t r i a l  un i ts w i th fam l l y-or l ented val ues 
cont i nue to ex i s t .  Th i s  resu l ts i n  a domi nant cap i t a l i st 
mode of product ion st i l l  l i nked to the s impl e  commod i ty 
mode of product ion (smal l industry and smal 1 farms ) .  Great 
i nequa l i t i es are present both w i th i n  the cap i t a l  i s t  sector 
( e . g .  between wage earners and owners ) and the s i mp l e  
commod i ty mode sector and between the two. For examp l e ,  
McNa l l  ( 1 980 : 1 1 8 )  has polnted out that the Greek shoe i ndu
stry  i s  dominated by sma l l fami l y  f i rms.  These f i rms , 
however,  do not s e l l  the i r  shoes d i rect l y  to U . S .  stores 
such as Macy 1 s  or K-Mart but rather to a m i d d l eman who may 
often be a buyer for i n terna t i onal corporat i on s .  The Greek 
ent repreneur becomes i n  many ways 1 i ke a wage-l aborer for 
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t he mu l t i nat i on a l  corpo ra t i on s .  

The G reek s ta t e  and  fo re i gn i nyestors have d eve l oped 
cap i ta l - i"nten s i ve a reas i·n pa rt  b.ecause  t h.e l oca l cap i -
t a l  i s t s  were not a t t racted to i n vestmen t s  i n  i ron , coa l , 
and  o i l  5ecause  t hey l ac ked access to wo r l d  ma rkets . 
G reece encou rages l nves tment of fo re i gn cap t t a l  and  has  
c reated a v i r t u a l  " f ree t rade zon e 1 1  fo r mu l t i na t i ona l s  i n  
part  to c reate j obs  for many G reeks (who often have m i g rated 
f rom the rura l a reas  to t he u rban ones ) (McNa l l ,  1 979 ) . 
Fo rty-s i x  of t he l a rgest 1 50 compan i es i n  G reece a re mu l t i 
na t i ona l s .  They emp l oy over 1 1 3 , 000 G reeks (The V i ma 
Newspa pe r ,  Ma rch 6 ,  1 977 ) . 

S h i pp i ng i n terests  have rece i ved s pec l a l  con s i d e ra t i on s  
becau s e  i t  i s  "c ruc i a l  t o  G reek po l i t i c s 1 1  ( Legg , 1 969 : 1 1 3 ) . 
Members of  pa r i  l amen t rece i ve f ree t ra n s porta t i o n  on 
domes t i c  1 i nes and  pol  i t i c i a n s  f rom t he i s l a n d s  need 
connect i on s  w i t h  maj o r  s h i powners  not on l y  to  t ran sport  
themse l ves  but a l so vot ers  f rom t he ma i n l and to  t he i r  home 
con s t i tuenc i e s . Sh i pp i ng ha s rece i ved i mpo r t a n t  tax bene
f i t s i n  part  be:Cèluse a s  Mouze l  i s  ( 1 978 : 1 20 )  note s , the 
i n terna t i ona l a spec t s  of  s h i pp i ng cou l d  move e l sewhere i f  
t he G reek state  p l aces too many res t r i ct i on s  on t he 
s h i pp i ng i n teres t .  The u s e  of Greek s eamen he l p  reduce 
unemp l oymen t and  p rov i de an  i mpo rtant  sou rce of  fore i gn 
cu r rency when t hey send money bac k home . 

The two maj o r  banks , the Na t i on a l  Bank of  G reece and  t hP 
Comme rc i a l  Bank of G reece , have been espec i a l  l y  i nvo l ved i n  
G reek econom i c  deve l opmen t .  Each  ban k i ng g roup  ha s had 
persans a s soc i a t ed w i t h the maj o r  po l i t i ca l  pa r t i es and  has 
i t s  own g roup of  i nd u s t r i es a ff i l i a t ed w i th i t  ( Legg , 1 969 : 
1 1 1 ) .  Banks tend to  favor l a rge compa n i es when t hey g i ve 
l ong- te rm i ndus t r i a l  l oans  ( Campbe l l  and  Sher ra rd , 1 968 : 37 5 ) . 
Mouze l  i s  ( 1 978 : 1 1 8 ) po i n t s  out t ha t  s i nce  Wo r l d  Wa r 1 1  and 
t he C i v i l Wa r ,  t he two maj o r  ban ks , wo rk i ng c l o se l y  w i t h  
t he s tate , 1 1p l ayed a maj o r  ro l e  i n  t he g rowt h and  d i rec t ion 
of  the  p roduct i ve forces . 1 1 

The dom i nant  g roups wh i ch we i dent i f i ed ( t he persona-
] i t i es of pa l i t i c i a n s ,  the ma s s  med i a  , and t he cap i ta l  i st 
c l a s s ) have con s i de ra b l e  pal i t i ca l  powe r i n  G reec e .  The 
po l i t i ca l  party p rog rams of pa l i t i c i an s  a re a l so i mpo rtant  
but  a re mo re l i ke l y  to  be  a s soc i a t ed w i t h l ef t i s t po l i 
t i c i a n s . The bu reauc racy and  the  Greek s ecu r i ty forces 
a l so p l a y  a support i ve ro l e . 

The bu reauc racy i n  Greece t �  s ha ped by c l  ten t e l î sm wh i ch 
essen t i a l l y  refers  to  a po l t i c i a l  re l a t i on s h i p  o r  exchange 
wh i c h  i nvol ves econom i c  o r  po l i t i ca l  favors ( e . g .  j o b s )  
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from a pol i t i c i a n  o r  nota b l e  i n  return for that person ' s  
l oyal ty and support ( e , g  vote) . Rousfet i ,  a col l oqu l a l  
t e rm for such po l ït i ca \  pul l Jias oeen ca l l ed the "monster of 
bu reaucracy11 and the 11cu rs-e of the nat f·on" (E l eftherotyp la  
Newspape r ,  1 96 7 ; 7 }  Bakoga i n n 1 s  ( 1 977) d l d  research on 
major appo i ntments ta oanks and l a rge publ i c  bureaucra c i es 
and concl uded that the c r i t e r i a  of se lct ion and promot ion 
were based on po l l t i ca l exped i en c i es .  Haral ambopou los 
( 1 976) , PASOK 1s  min i s te r  of foreign affa i rs ,  bel ieves 
rousfe t i  i s  used by the esta b l i s hment to i n t  m i  date the 
peop l e  and thus ma i n t a i n  i ts power .  Mouzel i s  (1 978) 
bel ieves pol i t i ca l  cl i entel  is� goes hand i n  hand w i th 
Greek underdevel opment 

l n  our survey, the peop l e  d i s t ingu i shed between the 
bu reaucracy and the c i v i l  servants by g tv i ng the comp l ex 
i n s t i t u t i on s i g n i f icant l y  more pal l t 1 ca l  power than the  
c i v i l  servants S k i adopoulos ( 1 976) has suggested that the 
bu reaucracy makes the c · v 1 l servants and the c i t i zens 
enemies of each o•her . Accord i n g  ta  h i m ,  both the c i v " l  
servarcts and the peop l e  surfer from the  p ob lems of bureau
cracy. Ofcen the ru l es a e vague sa that the c i v i l  ser
vant has b road d i scret ion in dec i s ion making Peopl e  may 
have to return several t i mes before a dec 1 s i on i s  reached. 

S i nce Greece has experr enced f i ve i n ternat ional  wa rs , 
two c i v i l  wa rs , ten m i l  i tary revo l t 5 ,  and three periods of 
m 1 1  i ta ry/author i ta r 1 a n  ru l e  i n  the twen t i et h  century 
(Couloumb i s ,  1 98 0 ; 2li ) ,  i t  1s net surpr i s ing that the 
m i l  i tary is importan t .  The m i l  i tary perceives i t s e l f  as a 
cu l tural  preserving · n s t i tut ion w i t h  s t rong el ements of 
nat onal i sm and ant 1 -commun i sm (Kourveta r i s ,  1 971  a , b , c ,  
Campbe l l  and Sherra rd,  1 968) . At the  same t i me i t  i s  c l ea r  
that the rn i l tary and po l i ce have been repres s i v e  forces as 
wel l (C logg and Yannopou los ,  1 972 , Amnesty I nterna t i ona l ,  
1 97 7 ;  Mouzel i s ,  1 978; Petra s ,  1 97 7 ;  C l ogg,  1 979) . C l ogg 
( 1 979: 1 9 1 )  notes the important rol e  of the secu r i ty and 
m i l  i tary pol ice l n  brea k l ng up  res i stance groups and any 
mass-based oppos i t ion d u r i ng the m i l  i tary r u l e ,  

l n  the past bath the m i l  i t a ry and pal i ce have been 
i n s t rument a l  in hel p i n g  create f i  l es ( record s )  on many 
i nd i v i dua l s  of perceived quest i onab l e  character . ·  These 
f i l es may be used to l dent i fy sus p i c ious or l ef t - l ea n i ng 
i n d i v i dua l s  and can caver several genera t l ons  of fam i l  i es .  
Chances for acceptance o r  advancement w i th i n  the bureau
c racy and off ice r  corps are grea t l y  infl uenced by the 
�ontentsof the f i l es .  

Even when the m i l i tary w i thdrew f rom pot i t ics  i n  1 974, 
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i t  wa s t hey who i n v i ted Ka rama n l  i s  to retu rn f rom h i s  se l f
i mposed ex i l e  i n  France and  fo rm t he restorat i on government .  
A s l ogan hea rd a t  t he t tme of the 1 974  e l ec t i on wa s 
"Ka rama n l  i s  o r  the tanks" suggest i' ng that  i f  t he l eft  
pa r t  tes  i n stead of Ka rama n l  i s  ga tned too much  suppo r t , t he 
m i l i t a ry cou l d  aga tn t a ke ove r .  

The G reek percept i on of i t s  dom inant g roups i s  not a l  1 
t ha t  d i fferent f rom the Ame r i can  one w i t h one except i on .  
l n  Greece t rade u n ions a ppea r to have 1 l tt l e  i n f l uence .  
Fo r the  U . S .  Kl o rman ( 1 978 ) found t ha t  5 i g  b u s i ness, 
pa l i t i c i ans ,  l a bor u n ions and n ewspa pers were the most 
i n f l uen t i a l  wh i l e  the m i l i ta ry ran ked seven t h .  Other  
stu d i es con s i st en t l y  show b i g  bus i ness and l a bor u n ions 
a re bat h  h i gh l y  ranked (Fo rm and Ryt i na ,  1 96 9 ;  Rose , 1 976 ) . 
Ove ra l l ,  Jecc h i n i s  ( 1 978) suggests t ha t  the i nf l uence of  
t rade u n ions i n  G reece has been neg l i g i b l e .  The governmen t 
has dom i nated t rade u n i on pa l i c i  es  t h roughout t i me .  T rade 
u n i on s  have p l ayed on l y  a m i npr  ro l e  i n  i B t roduc i ng l eg i 
sl a t i on fo r i mp rov i ng the s i tuat i on of the wo rkers .  The 
i neffec t i veness of t rade un îons lias been due  to bat h 
i n t e rna i d i sun i ty and  to the po l i t i ca l  pa t ronage system 
as we l l  as maj or  h i stor i ca l  even t s  i nc l ud i ng d i sctatorsh i ps 
and  wa r s .  l n  1 975-7 6 ,  new l a bor l eg i sl at ion was i n t roduced 
wh i cti l i m i ted t he wo rkers r i gh t  to st r i ke ( Pe t ra s ,  1 97 7 ;  
Pet ropou 1 os, 1 97 7 --· i n terv i ew w i t h  John Ka t r i s) a n d  thus 
rest r i c ted tne power of wor ke r s .  

CONCLUS I ON 

The va r i ous  dom i nant  g roups i dent i f i ed i n  G reece enjoy 
spec i a l  p r i v i l  i ges.  For examp l e ,  the h i g h  ra n k i ng m i l  i ta r y  
o f f  i cers  have spec i a l  p r i vate  resort  a reas,  r ed uced p r i ces 
for t ra ve l i n g ,  and  very favora b l e  ret i rement p rograms. 
They often l i ve i n  exc l u s i ve a rea s of resi dence.  Other  
g roups rece i ve spec i a l  v i s i t i ng p r i v i l eges to see members 
of pa r l  i amen t .  Accord i ng to Legg ( 1 969 ) t he powe rfu l Un i on 
of Jou rna l i st s  had been g ra n t ed a n  annua l l ot tery wh i ch 
p rov i ded an  i mpo rtant  sou rce of revenue fo r t he i r  pen s i ons .  
Jou r n a l  i st s  have been a b l e  to b r i ng i n  fore i gn cars  w i t hou t 
pay i ng the h i gh su rcharges.  Thus occupy i ng a h i g h  ran k i ng 
pos i t i on ,  who you know, and  to wh i c h  pa l i t i ca l  persona l i ty 
you a r e  l oya l a re often maj o r  con s i d e ra t i ons  for gett i n g  
a head i n  Greek soc i ety . 

l t  seems reasona b l e  to us  t ha t  the average persan wou l d  
a t t r i bute powe r and  i ndeed p r i v i l ege to t he dom i nant  and  
support i ve g roups we have men t i oned . These g roups a re 
q u i te sepa rate and  d i st i ng u i shab l e  f rom t he masses. As we 
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have t r i ed to s how., i_ t w.ou l d  not b.e s.urpr i s. i ng t ha t  pa r t  
of t h i s  eva l ua t ion  of t he  dom l nant g roups l s  ba sed on  
d l s l  i ke of t he va r i ou s  g roups who have con s rde ra b l y  f a r  
mo re powe r and  p r i v i l ege t han  t he  ave rage pe rsan , The 
powe r s t ruc t u re Cl i ke that  of many other  coun t r i es ) does 
not wo r k  to the advantage of the 1 1common man 1 1 •  

FOOTNOTE 

1 .  A l t hough t he  C I A wa s not g i ven a g reat dea l of i n f l uence 
i n  Greek soc i et y , we s hou l d  note t ha t  t h e  no a n swer and 
don 1 t  know response rate for the  i n f l uence o f  the  C I A  wa s 
a l most  14% h i g her  than t he ave rage refu s a ]  ra te  for a l l t he 
other  g roups .  Th i s  sugges t s  t ha t  many more peop l e  e i t he r  
found t h i s  g roups d l ff i cu l t  to a s sess  o r  were unw i l l  i ng to  
eva l ua t e  i t .  
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APPEND I X :  MEASUREMENT OF MAJOR VAR I ABLES  

Fo r the rnea su rernent of ou r maj o r  va r i a b l es we emp l oyed 
the  fo l l ow i ng p rocedu res : 

S t ra t i f i ca t i on Va r i a b l es : Res ponden t 1 s  occupa t i on a l  
p res t i ge wa s coded acco rd i ng to T re i rnan 1 s  ( 1 975 )  i n ter
nat i on a l  s ca l e .  Educa t i on wa s g i ven for  nurnber of yea rs 
of s choo l i ng cornp l et ed . I ncarne wa s based on tota l rnon t h l y 
farn i l y  i n carne ( i n  d rachrnae) and t he res pondent wa s a s ked to 
s e l ect  one of t h i rteen d i fferent i ncarne catego r i e s .  Fo r 
occupa t i on we u sed fou r  l eve l s - -upper  wh i te co l l a r ,  l ower 
wh i t e co l l a r ,  s k i l l ed and sern i - s k i l l ed wo r ke r s , and  
u n s k i l l ed wo r ke r s . 

S ubj ect i ve c l a s s  i d en t i f i ca t i on was rnea su red by a s k i ng 
a Cente r 1 s  type ques t i on w i t h  t he c l ose-ended an swe r s  of 
uppe r ,  rn i d d l e ,  wo r k i ng and l owe r c l a s ses . ( Respondents 
we re a l so a s ked to  d i s t i ng u i s h l eve l s w i t h i n  t he m i dd l e  
and  wo r k i ng c l a s s , e . g . , upper rn i dd l e  c l ass , l owe r wo r k i ng 
c l a s s ,  etc . )  
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Pol i t i ca l  V a r i abl es : Vot l ng preferences were based on 
the response� ta the quest ion of wh i ch partY the respon
dent wou l d  vote for i f  the e l ect �ons  �ere he l d  tha t day 
(when i n t e r v i ewedJ . S i nce we are t ry i ng to pred i c t  l eft  
vote, responses of Papandreou 1 s Soc i a l i s e  party PASOK, 
EDA ('Un i ted Democrat i c  Left ) , and the Commun i s t  Pa r t i es 
of the l nt e r i o r  and Exte r i o r  were a l l  coded one. Rep l i es 
of New Democ racy, Un ion of  the Democ rat ic Cen te r ,  and pro
roya l i s t  pa r t i es recei ved a zero . 

We asked the repondents i f  they bel i eved that  democracy 
was threatened more f rom the extreme r i ght  or ext reme J ef t .  
Two hund red s i xty-one persans sa i d  from the r i g h t  wh i l e  
on l y  79 s a i d  from the l e f t .  The others e i ther sa i d  there 
was no threa t from e i ther  s i de ,  t here was an equa l t h reat 
from the r i  ght and the l e f t ,  o r  gave no answe r .  We created 
two dummy va r i a o l es--one w i th the threat to the r i ght 
coded one and a i l  other responses coded zero and the other 
w i t h  t h reat from the l e ft coded one and a l l  others coded 
zero. 
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