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DOCUMENT 

European Parliament resolution on Cyprus's member­
ship application to the European Union and the State 
of Negotiations (COM(2000) 702 - CS-0602/2000 -
1 997/21 ?l (COS)). 

The European Parliament, 

- having regard ro Cyprus's applicarion fo r membership of rhe 
European Union, submirred on 3 July 1 990 pursuanr ro Arricle 49 of 
rhe Treaty on European Union, 

- having regard ro rhe accession negoriarions opened with rhe 
Republic of Cyprus on 3 1  March 1 998, 

- having regard ro rhe rhird Regular Reporr fro m the Commission on 
Cyprus's progress rowards access ion (CO M(2000) 702 - C5-
0602/2000), 

- having regard ro rhe En largement Srra regy Paper on progress rowards 
accession by each of the candidare counrries, presenred by rhe 
Comm ission (COM(2000) 700), 

- having regard ro rhe decisions raken by rhe European Councils of 
Copenhagen ( 2 1  and 22 June 1 993), Florence ( 2 1  and 22 June 1 996), 
Luxembourg ( 1 2  and U December 1 997), Helsinki ( 1 0  and 1 1  
December 1 999), Nice (7-9 December 2000) and Gëreborg ( 1 5  and  
1 6  June  200 1 ) ,  

- having regard ro Council Regulation (EC) No 555/2000 of 1 .-3  
March 2000 on rhe i mplemenrarion of operarion:. in rhe framework 
of rhe pre-access ion srraregy for rhe Republic of Cyprus and the 
Republ ic of Malra1, rhe Council Decision of 20 March 2000 on rhe 
principles, priorities, objectives and candir ions conrained in rhe 
Accession Parrnership with rhe Republic of Cyprus! and Cou ncil 
Regularion (EC) o 390/200 1 of 26 February 200 1 on  assisrance ro 
Tu rkey in rhe fra mework o f  the pre-accession srraregy, and i n  parricu­
lar on  rhe escablishmenr of an Accession Parrnership', 
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- having regard ro irs resolurions of 1 5  April 1 999 (CO M ( 1 998) 7 1 0  
- C4-0 1 08/99) ' and of 4 Ocrober 2000 (CO M ( 1 999) 502 - C5-
0025/2000 - 1 997 /2 1 7 1  (COS))' on Cyprus' progress rowards acces-
SIOn, 

- h:iving regard ro irs resolmion of  1 5  November 2000 on Turkey's 
progress rowards accession ( l  999)0, 

- having regard ro rhe final declaration of rhe meering of the EU­
Cyprus Jo int Parliamenrary Commitree held on 27 March 2001 in  
Limassol, 

- having regard ro the conclusions of rhe EU-Cyprus Association 
Council held in Brussels on 1 5  May 200 1 ,  

- having regard ro Rule 471 of  its Rules of  Procedure, 

- having regard ro rhe report of  the Cornmirree on Foreign Affairs, 
Human Rights, Cornrnon Security and Defènce Policy and rhe opin­
ions of rhe orher commitrees concerned (A5-0261 /200 l ) ,  

A. whereas the Republic of  Cyprus (hereafrer referred ro as "Cyprus"), 
rhe only Srare i nrernarional ly recognised as represenr ing rhe island as 
a whole, satisfies fully rhe Copenhagen polirical and econornic crireria 
as far as is  within its power (the division of rhe island),  has made sig­
n ificant progress in  adopting the acquis communautai re, and may, 
therefore, expecr ro accede to the European Union rapid ly, 

B. where;1s rhe on ly legislation rhat is  in  cornpliance wirh Europe;111 
srandards is legislation rhat e l imi nares all provisions rhat specifically 
criminalize homosexual relarions, 

C. whereas rhe Covernmenr of  Cyprus is  negoriar ing EU access ion on 
behalf of ai l  Cypriors, and whereas, when the accession p rocess is suc­
cessfully concluded, the enc i re island and ail irs citizens will legally be 
parr of the European Union,  

D. whereas Cyprus, as  a candidate counrry, is in  rhe paradoxical .'iiru­
arion whereby for 27 years 37%) of i rs rerrirory has been occupied by 
Tu rkey; whereas, since rhe fall of rhe Berlin Wal l ,  N icos ia  is rhe only 
divided capiral city in Europe, 

1 50 



Étuùrs hrlléniqurs I Hrllrnic Stuùies 

E. whereas rhe accession process and accession irself could serve as a 
caralysr for rhe peace effort aimed ar achieving a political solution to 
rhe problem of the parrition of rhe island; whereas a un ified and 
peaceful Cyprus would bring i ncreased prosperiry to the island's pop­
ulation as a whole and increased securiry ro the region, 

F. supporring unreservedly ail peace effom by the United Nations, 
induding rhe batch of proposais put forward by rhe UN Secretary­
General in November 2000, proposing the creation of a jo int Srate 
with a single i nrernarional personal i ty, sovereign and indivisible, 
which would have a single citizenship and guarantee fundamenral 
freedoms and human rights. (The jo int State would be composed of 
two constituent States, each having a large degree of  autonomy.) 

G .  whereas M r  Denktash, with Turkey's backing, withdrew unil arer­
ally from rhe fifrh round of UN-sponsored 'proximiry talks' ,  plunging 
the negoriations inro i mpasse, which the diplomatie efforrs made so 
far have not succeeded in  reopen i ng, 

H. whereas the Hels inki  European Council and high-level Commu­
nity fora rhar followed it indicated repearedly rhat a political solurion 
was not a precondition for Cyprus' accessio n  ro the EU, although 
such a solution prier to accession is highly desi rable, 

l .  whereas the impasse in the negotiations also has a negative i mpact 
on the solution of humani tarian problems such as rhat of the large 
number of  Cyprior civilians, women and chi ldren among them, miss­
i ng since rhe Turkish invasion in 1 974; whereas Tu rkey has remained 
impassive ro repeared requests for in i tiatives by the Council of 
Europe's Commission of Human Righrs, 

J. whereas on 1 0  May 200 1 the European Coure of Human Rights 
ruled rhar Turkey was guilty of hum an rights violations in the norrh­
ern part of Cyprus, 

K. whereas documenred plundering of monasteries, churches and cul­
tural buildi ngs has taken place during the Turkish occupation of 
northern Cyprus, 
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L. whereas Turkey has srill nor responded ro rhe j udgmenr of the 
Strasbourg European Courr of Human Righrs rul ing rhar i r is  guilry 
of violaring rhe righrs of rhe Greek Cyprior citizen Tir ina Loïzidou; 
whereas Turkey conri nues ro maimain an embargo on ai l  vessels flying 
rhe Cyprior flag, 

M. whereas rhe 2000 Regular Reporr makes reference, for rhe firsr 
rime, ro the d i fficulr economic sirnarion in the northern parr of rhe 
is land; whereas the evidence is that a large majoriry of borh commu­
n i ries would welcome rhe accession  of the whole island of Cyprus ro 
rhe European Union,  

Political situation 

1 .  Reirerares its wholehearred supporr for the effo rrs of  the U N  
Secretary-General in  finding a comprehensive a n d  rapid solution ,  and 
fo r  h is  longstand i ng view thar any acceptable solution must  be based 
on in ternational law, as set om in rhe resolutions adopred by rhe 
Un ited Nations Securicy Council ( U N SC), even if a graduai imple­
mentation of rhe acquis in  rhe north of rhe island cou Id be envisaged, 
if rhat m ight facilitare rhe end of partition; 

2 .  Reirerares its support for rhe conclusions of the Hels inki European 
Council whereby resolution of the Cyprus quesrion is  nor a prerequi­
s i re for accession; endorses unreservedly rhe posir ion ser our by 
Commissioner Verheugen, i.e. that there is no possib i l i ry o f  separare 
negoriations wirh rhe rwo pans of rhe island, and no q uesrion eirher 
of accession for rwo Cypriot states or of accession of rhe norrhern part 
of the island upon Turkish accession;  

3 .  Stresses rhar  i f Turkey were ro carry our i t s  threar o f  a nnexing the 
norrh of Cyprus in  response ro Cyprior accession ro rhe EU and to 
procla im the norrhern parr as irs 82nd province in clear breach of 
international law, ir would pm an end ro irs own ambirions of 
European Union membership; 
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4 .  l n  vires Turkey ro regard rhe membership of Cyprus as an imporranr 
conrriburion nor only for rhe secure exisrence and developmenr of 
borh communiries bur also for rhe welfore of :ill ir.� cirizens; considers 
char Cyprus' membership, in combinarion wirh rhe demi l irarisarion of 
rhe is land and securiry guaranrees by rhe European Union, could be 
an enormous srep tow:irds peace and stabi l i ry i n  rhe region and would 
srrengrhen rhe accession parrnership berween Turkey and rhe EU;  

5.  Deplores the unjusrified uni lareral wirhdr:iwal by Mr Denkrash 
from rhe U N -sponsored proximiry ralks and urges h im ro agree ro 
sra n a new round of direcr subst:inrial ralks; 

6. Rejecrs rhe formula used by Turkey i n  irs Nation:il Programme for 
rhe Adoption of rhe Acquis (NPAA) wi rh regard ro Cyprus, which i r  
considers conrr:iry ro i nrernation:il law, U N  C eneral Assembly 
Reso lurion 3 2 1 2/74 and U N  Securiry Council Resolurion 54 1 ,  the 
proposais of  rhe UN Secrerary-General and rhe acquis communau­
r:iire; 

7. Welcomes, rherefore, rhe 'enhanced pol i rical d ialogue' bunched ar 
rhe end cf March 200 1 berween the EU :rnd Turkey, and rhe facr thar 
rhe EU has concluded Accession Parrnerships wirh Cyprus :ind 
Turkey, positive in i tiarives that could provide :i framework for resolu­
rion of the Cyprus question; 

8. Calls on the Com mission, in rhis connecrion ,  ro pur on rhe agen­
da for the next meeting with Turkey rhe issue of m issing persons, and 
urges Turkey ro comply forrhwith wirh the general and ind ividual 
judgmenrs of the European Courr of Human Righrs; 

9. Calls on the Com mission and Council ro mainrain rhe European 
Union's  füm commitmenr ro a negotiared setrlemenr wirh a view ro 
end ing partition of the is land, and ro use ail appropriare insrrumenrs 
at rhe i r  d isposai to speed up the process; 

Transposition of the acquis commWlautaire 

l O. Reiteraces i cs satisfaction ac the progress made by Cyprus in rhe 
access ion negotiacions; notes rhat, ro date, 22 of the 29 chapcers have 
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been provisionally closed, placing Cyprus at the forefront of the can­
d idate counrries; urges the Cypriot G overnmenr, therefore, to comin­
ue its efforts to transpose complerely and implement the acquis com­
munauraire so that the accession negotiations may be concluded as 
soon as possible; 

1 1 .  Stresses rhar Cyprus sarisfies rhe Copenhagen political and eco­
nomic criteria as far as is wirhin irs power (the d ivis ion of rhe island), 
and that its progress on the adoption  of the acquis communautaire 
continues ro be excellent; 

1 2. Draws attention ro rhe facr that, white Cyprus sarisfies the 
Copenhagen pol i ti ca l  and economic criteria, its macroeconomic sta­
bi l i ty has deteriorated recently and its currenr budgetary policy may 
not be susrainable over the medium term, a situation rhat must be 
monirored carefully; 

1 3. Nores that while the acquis communautaire as a whole is  being 
adopred quickly, certain areas neverrheless require special attention: 
the environmenr as a whole, parricularly aspects such as waste man­
agement and water quanriry and qual ity, the i mplemenrarion of mech­
anisms of rhe agriculrural acquis, the free movemenr of persons, Scare 
a id,  mon itori ng o f  rhe strucrure o f  the banking secror, border con trois 
and maritime safery must all be matters of priority for Cyprus; srress­
es rhar, if the negotiations proceed at thei r currenr pace, rhese prob­
lems should nor be i nsurmounrable; 

1 4. Notes that negoriations on rhe environm.enr chapter have been 
opened but not yet completed with Cyprus; calls for any trans it ion 
periods for full compliance with the acquis ro be kepr ro a min imum,  
and for rhe establishment of i ntermediate rargets; 

1 5. Calls on Cyprus ro pur in ro place mechanisms necessary ro li nk 
effecr ively ro the Community's Rapid Alerr System, borh in terms of 
alerring the European Food Safety Authority of any serious perceived 
or idenr ifled risk and in rerms of action to be raken by the RAS as a 
result of an EFSA warni ng; 
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1 6. Encourages rhe parricipation of Cyprus in the Communiry's new 
healrh acrion programme, launched in 2000; 

1 7. Srresses rhat, l ike rhe orher candidate counr ries, Cyprus must 
enhance irs ad ministrative and judicial capaciry ro enable it ro imple­
ment correcdy the acquis co mmunautaire; 

1 8. Notes that direct payments ro agriculrural producers are playing 
an i mporranr and conrroversial role in the accession negoriations; 
stresses rhe need ro bring direcr paymenrs wirhin rhe sphere of rhe 
'second pillar' of the CAP by compulsorily rying premiums ro social 
and ecological crireria (cross-compliance and modularion) in order ro 
make them Jess conrroversial and guaranree rhar d irect paymenrs in an 
enl:irged Un ion will be uniformly derermined; 

1 9. Nores rhat progress has been made i n  preparing Cyprior agricul­
ture for the CAP, but draws anention ro the facr rhat major compo­
nenrs of rhe agriculrure acquis have srill nor been taken over, in par­
ricular as regards the abolirion of governmenr rnon opolies; recom­
mends also rhar Cyprus esrablish rhe req uisire ad mini srrarive and pro­
cedural srrucrures; 

20. Welcomes rhe - primarily i nrer-occuparional and rripartire - social 
d ialogue, and urges rhar biparcire and secroral social d ia logues each be 
strengrhened and broadened; 

2 1 .  Urges rhe Cyprus legislarnre ro drop forms of discri mi narion nor 
permi rred under Communiry law from the rules adopred on access ro 
rhe bbour market and working l ife, in  parricular requiremenrs relar­
ing ro narionaliry, place of residence, membership of occupar ional 
associa rions and cerrificares o f  good character; 

22. Points our rhar adoprion of rhe Community acquis concerning 
equaliry berween women and men is an essenrial condition for mem­
bersh ip, as rhis is an i nregral part of rhe human righrs question and 
rhe i nsriwtio nal developmenr needed in this connection is an essen­
rial pan of fu ll implemenrarion of rhe acquis; 
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23.  Notes chat despire the good stand ard of Cyprus' system of î mer­
nal and external flnanc ial comrol, the Cypriot Govern men r st i l l  needs 
to strengthen the i ndependence of i nternai  a u d i t i ng wi th in  the gov­
ernme11r;  

24. U rges Cyprus to take rhe necessary steps ro ensure rhe proper 
management of p re-accession fu nd ing and furnre srrucrural fi.1nck 

2 5 .  Calls upon the Cyprus govern ment  ro el i m i nare provis ions in the 
penal code rhar d i scri m i nare against homosexual men and lesbian 
worne 1 1 ,  norably A rticle 1 7 1 ,  a provision char has been declared con­
rrary ro rhe European Convention on Human Righrs by rhe European 
Comm ission of Hum an Righrs; 

Recent political developments 

26. Expresses i ts con cern over the Akamas peni nsula and calls 011 rhe 
Cypriot G overnmenr to ensure that i r is protected as an environmen­
ral area o f  European i m port a n ce, paying special arrenr ion ro the co n­
servation a n d  protect ion o f  wi ld  b i rds ;  

27. Welcomes conracrs, projecrs a n d  d ialogue at  a i l  levels berween rhe 
rwo com m u n i ties as elements necessary ro confidence-b u i l d i ng; con­
siders rhar evenrs such as rhe festival organised recenrly by tvvo pol i t i ­
cal parties from the rwo co m m u n i ties i n  rhe UN buffe r zon e  c111 play 
:1 raie in br inging the is land's  two comm u n i ties doser rogerher, bur 
j udges that  they s ti l l  remain roo l i m i red in  scope and part ic i1.:iarion;  

28. Calls 0 1 1  rhe Comm ission ro support and develop fl.1rrher bi-com­
m u nal acr iv i t ies, m ak i ng fun d i ng m o re easily avai lable for appropriate 
projecr�; urges the Tu rkish Cypriot represemarives to allow the mem­
bers of thei r com m u n i ty ro ful ly parricipare i n  rhem;  i n v i res the 
Republ ic of Cyprus ro faci l i tate rhe organisarion of such evenrs also by 
easing irs cr i reria for rhe selecrion of parricipanrs; 
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29. l nsisrs rhar a rone of reconci l i ar ion be u�ed by leading Cyprior 
pol i ric:1I represenrarives in rheir references ro rhe orher commun it.'' 
:1nd rhar urgenr :--teps be raken ro overcome rhe economic isolario11 of 
rhe norrh: 

30. Con�iders rhar the elaborarion, rhe funding and rhe implemenra­
rion of joinr projecrs of eco-rourism for rhe Akamas and rhe Karpas 
area, the cle:m i ng of the area of rhe copper m i nes of Lefke, a:-. well as 
warer and wasre rnanagemem projecrs could ail represenr challenging 
opporruniries for cooperarion berween rhe rwo communir ies; 

3 1 .  Proposes rhar conracrs be developed berween rhe European 
Parl iamenr and Tu rkish Cyprior com m uniry represenracives, civi l  soci­
ery, journalisrs and all Turk ish Cyprior polirical parties; 

.32. Expre.,se� i r:-- concern ar rhe repression of freedom of expression 
and of oppos i r ion in rhe occupied parr of rhe island; 

33.  Welcomes the emhusiasm for Cyprior membership of rhe EU and 
po i nr s  out rhar rhe cli mare of opin ion i s  mosrly in  favour of acce�sion;  

34.  Cali� on rhe Commission ,  in  rh is  respect, ro i n rensify its conracrs 
in rhe norrhern parr of the is land in order ro inform rhe whole popu­
lation of the advanrages of EU acce�:-.ion;  

35.  Welcomes rhe ralks berween tv1 r. Verheugen and tv1 r .  Denktash of 
27 Augusr 200 1 and berween M r. Ko fi Annan and Mr. Denkcash of 
28 Augu.�r 200 1 ,  and hopes thar rhe�e have given a fresh imperus to 
rhe force� o f  reconcil iarion: 

36. Expresses its concern abour rhe fears (expressed by represenrarive:-­
of rhe Turkish Cyprior communi ry) regard ing rhe i nrim idarion w f­
fered by supporrers of rhe EU ac rhe hands of a recenrly esrablished 
nar ionali�t orgJ11i�arion wirh officia l  backing in rhe occupied parr; 
srrongl)' condemns che recenr bornb auack on che o ffices of rhe 
Tu rkish Cyprior newspaper 'Avrupa' ; 
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37. Js delighted at the conrinued d ialogue with Cyprus in connection 
with the Common European Security and Defènce Policy; 

38. Calls on Turkey ro recognise U N  Security Council Resol urion 
1 354/0 1 ,  which was adopted unanimously on 1 5  June 200 1 ,  con­
cerning rhe six-mon th extension ro the mandate of  UNFICYP; 

39. l nsrrucrs irs President ro forward this resol urion ro rhe Council, 
the Commiss ion,  the Parl i amenrs of  rhe Member States, the 
Government and Parl i amenr of the Republic of Cyprus and rhe 
Government and G rand  National Assembly ofTu rkey. 

NOTES 

1 .  0 J L 68, 1 6. 3 .2000, p.3 . 

2 .  OJ L 78, 29.3.2000, p. l O. 

3. OJ L 58, 28.2.200 1 ,  p. l .  

4.  OJ C 2 1 9, 30.7. 1 999, p.448. 

5 .  OJ C 1 78,  22.6.200 1 ,  p. 1 56. 

6. OJ C 223, 8 .8 . 200 1 ,  p. 1 82. 

158 




