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Kavvapwoeidnj, eyxépalog xar avumepipopad
Tedbeyioc MMeveyijc’

IIEPIAHWH

H épevva twy tedevtaiwy 15 erwv €xet Oeiler tyviapkn evoc evdoyevoic
OUCTIUATOG OTOV EYXEQPOAO0, TAVW OTO OTTOLO AOXEL TS OQATELS TOV TO XVUQLO
00aotix0 ovararixo g xavvapfg, n A9-tetpavdooxavvafwoAry. To ovaty-
ua avtd eptdauBavet vrodoyels xavvaPwvoetdwv, evooyeveis ovales xat Ev-
Cvua yra ty froavvBeon xat aevegyomoinon twy evéoyevwy ovowv. Kvoa Aet-
TovoYia TOV EVO0YEVOUS cvotruarog xavvefvoetdwy aroredel  ovl won g
ovvantxrs Safifaonc ae Sy eQTIrEG %At avaOTOATIXEG 000U TOU EYXEQPA-
Aov. Ot CB1 vrtodoyeis eviomiLoviat xvQiws OToV EyxEQPao, Ue Tig vynAote-
QEG TTUXVOTITEG OTOV LMTOXAUTO, TNV Tapeyxepalida, to pafowrd xat to
pAoo. H tapovaia tovs orig meptoyés autég dixatoAoyel Tig 0pdaeLs twv xav-
vaBvoetdwy gro xevrpixo veupixd ovotyua. 2’ avtég neotdaufdavovrat n owa-
Tagaytj tys Yuxoxvitixtc 0paotnidtntag xat T foaxvxeovis uvijung, n a-
vadynaia, n oi€yeon t¢ 0pekns xat ot avteuetinés opdoess. tn Byfitoyoa-
@a VITAQEYOUY AVTIXQOVOUEVA OEO0UEVA TYETIXG UE TN OUVATOTRTA TG XAV-
vafnc va mpoxalel eEdorney. I1odAés uedéres Ewwv éyovv defet ot ava-
TCUOOETAL QVTOXT] OTIG TEQITOOTEQES OUUTEQIPOQIXES XAt PUALOAOYEG Opd-
aetg g A9-tetpavdpoxavvafvoAns. Ilagoda avtd, dev elvat oagés ot ava-
TrvooeTae oquavtixov fabuov avroyrj ae avBpwmovg ov xdvovy TEQIOTA-
aiaxij yorjon uETEiwy Tooottwy uagtyovavag. Molovott ot xAaoixég €0iatt-
x€G OVOlEG, TOV TEOXaAAovy evpopia arov avlpwio, tapovatdovy evioyutt-
xE¢ 10totnreg o€ Lwind poviéda, ot eviayutinég tototnreg tjg A9-tetpaiiopo-
xavvafvo g fj ddAdwv auvletixwv xavvaBivoedwy oe ueAétes faoxrjc € gev-
vag Oev elvat dtaitepa oapels. Mdkota, ae molAég mequmtwaes € et ava-
@eEOel amoatoowli uetd tnv yoerjynon 49-tetpaiidpoxavvaBfwo e 1j dAlwy
xavvafwoetdwv. Ztovg yorjotes xdvvafns o€ paiverat va exonAwveras go-
Bapo avvdgouo atéprjong, noAovor: € youv avapelei oguousva cuurtwuara
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OV OVVIGTOVY TEQIOOJTEQO Yuyodoyraj eEdotnon axd v ovora Bagixég
xat xAvix€g pel€teg € xovv Oetder Oti ) xGvvafn xat ot aywwotés xavvafwvo-
£100v eVO&retal va Exovy Yonoiues Ocpameviixéc epapuoyés. Evoeyousvue
@pasuaxa v avkdvouy ) dpavtnotdtiia tev evdoyeviv xavveivoetduv va
TQOOPEQOVY 0T0 UEAAoY VEEG Bepamevtix€g OvvatdTnreg He ueyalvrepn a-
Gpeleia xat aroteAeouarixetna.

AEZEIZ KAEIAIA - A9-tetpatdpoxavvafivern. Kavvafn. Maptyoveva.

EILAT'QI'H

To @utd tng xavvafng yonoipomoreitor €00 xaL xLAtadeg xodvia yLa v
TEOXANON EVPOQUKS, AGYW TwWV YuyoTplrwy LdoTitwv Tov. [TapdAAnda, €xel
yonaporonBei 1161 o tov 40 cudva X, yio LG BeQaIEVTLXRES TOU LOLOTY-
1eg (Hollister, 1986). Ta avOn xow 1 QUALQ TOU QUTOU EXKEIVOVY pict ONTIVY
oV EPLE X EL avaueaa o€ 408 xnuLxEg ovaieg mepimtov 6@ TEQITEVOPULVOALRG
OUOTaTLXG, Ta ool XaAovviar xavvaPivoeidr). O unyoaviouds dpdang tng
®avvafng TaEEUEVE AYVWOTOG, HEXOL TV AROUGVWUT TOU XUELOV v odpa-
onxov cuatanxol g, s Ad-tetpavdpoxavvafivorng (A9-THC) (Gaoni
& Mechoulam, 1964). To @utd thg xavvapng, extog arxd mv A9-THC mepl€-
YEL OQLOUEVEG ALYGTEQO LOYVPES OVOLES, OIwg T Yuxodpaouxd A8-tetoai-
dpoxavvafivoln (A8-THC) xal xavvafivoln xow 1o un Yuyodoaouxs xav-
vafidiéAn (Russo & McPart{and, 2003). ‘Otav xasvietow n poptyovava, xa-
TA TNV TUPGAUON TXPAYOVIL EXATOVTIAOES CwuaTidw, Ta omoia eVAEYETOL
nali ue to aAha xavvofivoedi va adniemdoouv pe tnv A9-THC xou vo €-
nneeGCovv Ty dpdoi .

Enuavixy wBnaon onjv €pgvva yia To VEupoProdoyirs uTGoToWHa TG
dpaong twv xavvaPivoeldwv 860nxe pe TV avaxdivyn evoyevadv ovoLbv
OV ppovveat Tig OpATELS TNG XAVVEPNG, TO XXEAXTNEOLOUO KOL TNV XAWVO-
TOLNOY) GUYREXQWEVWV UTLOd0YEWV XOovvaPLvoetddv xaw T aUvBeon exhe-
XUXDV QYOVIOTOV XAl CVIAYWVIOTOV YL auTols Tovg urodoy els. @ eQLO-
cerepeg dpAoeLg TV XavvaPivoetdwv diapecorafoiviar ané tovg CBI v-
10d0YELG TTOV PELOXOVTAL GTO REVIPLXO VEVPLKO Guctnue. Iapdia avtd, ap-
®ETA EVOIUOTC OUVIYOPOUV OO &1L Orlg OpATELS QUTEG GUUUETEYOVV GALOL
vevpoduaPiLpactég ov ennpedlovral ené tovg CB1 uodoyels, Srwg 1 axe-
TUAOYOALVY, 1) VTOoTapuivy, 1) vopadpevaAivn xat Ta omoeldr) (Schlicker &
Kathmann, 2001. Wilson & Nicoll, 2002).

Taxavvapivoeldr] elvar pLa xarnyopic Yuyxotedmwyv ouoL®v pe vEYy Qa-
oua dpdoewv 0t ALAPopa CVCUjLaTa TOV 0PYaVIOUOY. ZToug avBpwToug, 1
XAVVOfn Xat T TOEAYWYA TNG TEOXAAOUV NRLA EVPOPLA, CANRYES OTIS YVW-
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OUXEG AELTOVOYIEG, XAL OTRV PuyOXLVNUKT] dpaoTELoD|Ta, avaAynoia, ay-
YOAvon, Enpootopia, vmobeppuia, avravaxhaouxyj taxvrapdia, ayyeodia-
GTOAY}, £v() ETLANG €XOUV aVILEUETIRT] HEACT) XAt ALEYELQOLV TN Ajypm TEOQI]G.
O emdpaoeg T xavvafng orov dvBpwsno towxkovv avdloya pe o) d6on,
™V 090 X0 YNONS, TO TEQLREIOV, TNV TEONYOUNEVY] EURELRLQ, TIS TPOTdO-
*(€G TOU ¥p1ioM] xaBwg kau Ty dLaBeoit tou (Pertwee, 1988). Ze oplop€éveg ne-
QUTIWOELS Exouv avagpepBel duoapeateg JpACELG, OWS AYX0G, TAQAVOLE KA
navixdg Tov proel va odnyricovv o€ oEela Yixwon (Kumar, Chambers, &
Pertwee, 2001). Za row»nxk, ) xoeriynon A9-THC rngoxalel vmroxtvnuxo-
T, XataAnyia, avaAynoia, vrofgppia, ayxos, TEoPATiHaTA GTN PV EVA
dieyelpeL ™ Mjyn T1PO@NG kA HELWVEL TV emLBeuxOTTAL

Z1V tapolioa E0Yasia Ba ENLYELPHCOUNE PLA CUHVTONT] AVACKGANOT) TOU
evO0YEVOUG CUCTIN@TOG TWV XavVaBLvoeldwiv ke Twv dPATEWV TWV xavva-
Bivoetdwiv oToV Y REPEAO xa& 0T CuprepLpoEd. ITepdAAnia Be yivel ava-
@opead xa ctig mBaveg BepameVTIREG TOUG EQPAQUOYES.

To evdoyevég avatnua xavvaprvoerddv

Yrodoyers xavvafivoetduy

H épsvva 1wv tekevtaiov 10 ypovav £€detke v vrapkn £vog véov fuo-
AOYLXOU CUCD{LATOG GLOV OQYAVIOUO, TO OO0 OVOUAUTNXE EVOOYEVESG GU-
onyie xevvapivoeldav. To cuotue autd, tov €xeL diatondel eEeAcuxd (BA.
McPartland, 2004. Salzei et al., 2000), aroteAeitaw and TOVAdYLOTOV OO U-
oS0 YElG, 118 OLXOYEVELA EVOOYEVIV OUCLWIV X &L VA GUYXREXQLUEVO HOOLEXO
HNXAVIOPO YL TY) CUVOEOT), NET@POA K et cueeveQyoroinon tevg (Ameri, 1999.
Axelrod & Felder, 1998. Childers & Breivogel, 1998. Felder & Glass, 1998.
Freund, Katona, & Piomeili, 2003. Fride, 2002. Martin, 2002. Piomelli et al.,
2000. Porter & Felder, 2001. van der Stelt & Di Marzo, 2004).

Méx oL onuepa £xovv TEoadLoEIOtEL 3110 THTOL VTOJOYEWV TV Ravvaf-
voeldwv: o CBI, rmou xAwvorouinxe to 1990 (Matsuda et al., 1990) xaw o
CB2, nov xAwvomrouiOnxe to 1993 (Munro, Thomas, & Abu, 1993). H A9-
THC deopetieral xat EVEQYOTOLEL x &L TOUG dY0 TUTOUG VNOBOYXEwv. Z1juepa
€xovvoyxedreotel xaw cuvteBel S pope avaroya Twv xevvafivoeldwv, Ta o-
mol €X0Uv HEYAAUTEQT CUYYEVELQ YI& TOUG ULOJOYELS RavvaPLvoEdwiv ast’
on 1 A9-THC, evd) eival €xioNg MO LOXVEA K&l TEQLOGOTEQO VdaTOdLaA VA
and v A9-THC (Palmer, Thakur, & Makriyannis, 2002. Porter & Felder,
2001. Rodriguez de Fonseca et al., 1998).

O CBi vrodoygig eviontbovial xupiws orov eyxépeio, 10 vTLeio Lue-
AG %L TO TEQLPEELRO VEVELXRO GUCTNUA, av XL EXPEAtovTal OE xdmoLo fad-
1G XL OE CUYKREXQIUEVA TEQLPEQLRA GpYava, Otwg oL EvOOXRELVEIG adEveg, O
OnAnvag, N xeedid, Ta GOYAVA AVATAEAYWYNHS XAl TA AEUX( QUPOCQALpLE.
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210 ®EVTOLXG VEUELKO clUoTnua peyaios aplBpdg vtodoy€wv avevpioxetan
ota Baoixd yayyAla, TV TQEYREPOALIDQ, TOV UTITORAPITO, TO HETWTLAEO PAOLD
®aw oug paxraieg plGes Tov vwtiaiov puehoy (Herkenham et al., 1998; 1991a;
1991b). Aut6 eEnyel xaL TV euTAOKRY TWV RAVVOPLVOELDDV OE RLVITTLXEG AEL-
TOUQYLES, O€ PVHOVLKEG dLeQyaaieg, TN @UBULON TOV TG VoL, B xaw OQL-
opéveg amd TG Yuyoteirous dpdaelg wou £xouy (Y. arllotdoels oV au-
oBntnoiaxij aveiinyn). H arovoia twv CB1 vrodoxéwv ot dopég tov eyxe-
QaALXOU OTEAEXOUG HOQTUEEL TO AGYO yta TOV OO0 1) paLyovdva Oev £Tn-
pea el faainég Lwunég AeLttovpyies, Onwg n avavor, ko Oev eival Bavatn-
yopa (Breivogel & Childers, 1998. Gifford et al., 2002). O CB2 vodoyeig a-
VEUQIOXOVIOL XKUEIWG OTO AEpPLRO ovatiua {AEUXA pooPaiLa, GITATjvVag,
apUYOaAES), YEYOVOS TOU EXEL OYETLTEL PE TNV ALVOOORXTOYTOATIXNT OQAON TNG
papuyovavag (Lynn & Herkenham, 1994). Yndpyouv agxetég evOeiEeig yia
™V UnaEn emarpdafetwv vtodoyEwv yia ta xavvafivoeldii, oL omoioL Guawg
dev €youv tavtonownBel péx ol orjuepa {Breivogel et al.,, 2001. Wiley & Martin,
2002).

Kau ot 600 winor vrodox€wv twv xavvafLvoeiddv avirouv atnv orore-
veLa TwV VTodoyEwV ov gulevyvioveat ue TPWIETVEG G, EVA 1) EVEQYONOL-
noY] Toug avaatéAreL tnv adevulnii xuxhdon (Howlett & Fleming, 1984). 21i-
peea yvwpiCoupe 0t oL vrodoyels Twv xavvafivoeldwv expealoveat xo-
OUVOLITUXA OTOUG VEUQMVEG, E ATTOTEAECUA 1) OLEYEQD] TOVUG VO AVAGTEAAEL
v anelevBépwon driwv vevodaffacTtdv and TG TEOCVVATUKESG ATO-
MiEewg twv vevpdvwv (Schlicker & Kathmann, 2001. Wilson & Nicoll, 2002).

Evdoyevij xavwaPwoetdi

MEeTd TV avaxdAuyn ouyReEXQULEVWV VITOO0XEWY YLt Ta RavvaPLvoeLdi
EQEVVNTEG dEXLoaV va avatntotv xdmora VOO YEVT] XMuix1] ouoia Tou va Og-
oueveTaL Groug todoyEels kat va €xeLdpoleg dpdoetg pe T A9-THC. To 1992
o Devane xai oL guveQYATeS TOU ATOpGVWOoaV £va Tapdywyo Tov agayLdo-
vixov 0E€0g, 0 avaveapidio, To oroio Gyt pévo deapsvdtav atov vtodoyEa
Twv xavvafivoerlddv, arrd eppdvile xaw dpdoelg opoieg pe tyv A9-THC
{Devane et al., 1992). Méyo. onuepa €xovv avaxalvebei névie evdoyev
xavvafivoPoeldr, arré ta oroia xailtepa €xovv peretnOet To avaviapidio
xau N 2-apaxtdovuhoyAuxregdin (2-AG) (Piemelli et al., 2000). @ gpevvnteg
YONOWonoLtoUv A€oV Ta evdoyevr ravvafivoed, xafwg xauw ovvBeunrd a-
VAAOYd TOUG, yLa Vo HEAETIJOOVV PE TOLO TGO ennEedfouv ou utodoyeig
®avvoPLvoeld®dv AELTOVQYIES XOL CUUTEQLPOQRES OV EMNEEATOVIAL antd T
X010N paguyovavag, 6wg 1 pvijun, N xivnoy, n Ay TgoPrig xaL 0 TGVOG.

Ta evdoyevii xavvaPivoetdr dev amonrevovean o ®VOTIdLA, GITWS OL *AQ-
owxot vevpodiaffactésg. 2uvtiBeveal TayUtata a0 TOUG VEVRWVES WG ats-
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#@L0T) OF EXNOAWON ®aL ENaxoAovdn avknon Tov evdoxurtdolov acPestiov
raL anehevdepwvovtal otav arattovvial. Meta mv axeAevBépwaon tovg a-
REVEQYONOLOVUVTAL TAYUTATA HE EVA TUVOUAOUO EMAVATQOCANYMGS KOAL HETO.-
BoAlopov. O petafoAionds Tov avaviautdiov xar g 2-AG TEAYUATOROLEL-
TaL ue v vdEOoAVOoY Toug and to £viuno vdPOoAdoy Tov amdiov Twv Autapwv
oEéwv (FAAH) (Piomelii et al,, 2080).

Tatehevraia ypovia €xouvv avaxaivgbet Tapayovies mov allniemdeaiv
HE TNV QREVEQYOMOLN ) TWV EVOOYEVWV XaVVAPLVOELOWV. Avt) 1] TQOGEYYt-
om evdExetan va BwoeL T duvardTta pLag vEag, mo @VeTEAECHAILRYIC AL (0.
oig avemBuunteg EvEQYELEG TOORONOIMONG TG AELTOURYiaS TV RavvapLvo-
£l0WV atov EYXREQPAAO HE ONUAVILREG TOOEXTATELG ®AL EPAPUOYEG atn Bepa-
nevtry) (Goutopoulos & Makriyannis, 2002. Cravatt & Lichtman, 2003.
Piomelli et al., 2080. Porter & Felder, 2001).

Apaoceis xavvafivoerdwv g€ Aertovpyies tov KNI xat mbBavég
RALVIREG EQUOUOYES

Ta ravvafivoerdr exnpeatouvv SLapapa GUOTIHATA TOU OQYAVLOHOY (VEU-
OLXO, AVOCOTOLNTLXO, XaEOLaYYELaKO, AVERAQAYWYLKO, AVOIIVEUTTLXO X.Q.)
(BA. Julien, 2003, o€A. 352-361). T o ®xvELOtEQO O¥CMPa OV EXNEEGLOVYV El-
VQL TO VEVOLKO, £V HEQEL ADY® ®aL TG ATOKAELOTLRIG EXPEACNG OF AUTO TWV
CB1 vnodoyxéwv. @a avagpepdovpe atn TuvEYELQ EV QUVTONIR OTIG KUOLOTE-
0EG CUUREQLPOPLKES BPATELS TwV xavvapPLvoelddv oxetoviag g ue mba-
VEG BepanevTLKES EQPAPUOYES.

Yuyoxwnreej dpactnoidtnra —Adiatapay€s s xvomns

‘O avageép®nre tponyovué vag, oL CB1 vrrodoyels expoatoviar xupiwg
oto KNZ xau 16Laitepa 08 MEQLOYES TOV EYREPAAOU OV EAEYXOUV TNV RiVY)-
on (Baewé yayyha, tapeyreparide, prodg) (Heckenham et al, 1990; 199]a;
1991b). I't’ aut0 ®aL pLa axo TLG AELTOVQYLES OV EXNEEALOUV RATA KOO AC-
Yo ta xavvafivoedn eivar ) xiviion. H paguyovava atov avBpuwsto enxnpead-
CeL v Yuxortvnury 6paotnELéTa, onws aroderkvieTaL axd v xadoAL-
i dlatapay ot extEAEO owidwv épywy, péxoL mv atakia, 1o TPEnoL-
Ao xar v xvnurr} advvapia (Dewey, 1986. Rodriguez de Fonseca et al,,
1998). H yoron ®avvafng eivar yvwato ot uTopel va. TQOXAAECGEL ATUNUQ
#QTA TO XELOLOUO pxavorivniov oxjuatos (Ramaekers et al., 2604). To xa-
TVLOP@. EVOG 1) OU0 ToLYapWV papLyovavag enneeatet digpyaoieg xaBopion-
XEG YLQ TO YELOLOUO UNYAVORIVEWV OYXNHATWV, OWG 1| AVTANYN], O ONVTOVL-
OMGG, N ETOWOTNTA, 1) EYRNYOQD)] XA 1] traviétnta odiynans. H ouyva napa-
TNEOVUEVI] MYXOENYIOY KAvvafng ®al OLVORVEUUATOS EMLOELVIIVEL AXOUN
REQLOGOTEQO QUTES TIG AELTOVQYIES, auEAVOVIag TOV X{VOuvo EGxAnong a-
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tuiuarog. H xoprymon xavvafivoeidoiv oe neipapatdtwa mpoxalel o pe-
yaAeg 0OCELG VoK VTLRGTTA, XATAANYLA rat atakia. eV OF uLrEEg OOOELS
£xeL ng avribeteg anppwg dpaoeg (Pertwee, 1997).

Avti 1 dipaoixt] dpdum twv xavvafLvoelds v aTHV KVHTLKT] TUPTEQLYO-
G PEiveTAL va EENYELTAL UG ™ onuavixy| uBuLCLLK dEAON oV aAcKOUV
1a kavvafivoedrj ota facika yayyAla, avagtélloviag T000 TNV AVACIUATL-
®1] TEQLOYY] ELOOBOV TWV Bacirwiv yayyAiwv 600 »et Tug OLEYEQTIXES TROPo-
A€g s1p0g Tov voBuidpo upriva (Saitudo-Peiia, Tsou, & Walker, 1999). E-
nhEov, €xer OeLytel om n déyepon twv D2 vodoyéwv oro pefdwtd npoxra-
Ael aneAevBépwon avaviaudiov, Tov an) cvvéyeta enxnpedalet pe éva apvy-
UXO EXAVATQOPOOOTRO R UKAWHA TNV AVENOT) THGS ®v|TErTig OpaomoLdtag
nov npoxael 1) veonapivy (Giuffrida et al., 1999). Ta xavvafivoeid evdé-
YETAL EMLONG VA EXNEEALOVV TNV KIVNON PECW OPACEWV OTO PAOLO 1j/®aL TNV
aQEYXREQUALdQ.

Adyw 1wV dpacewv MoV acxkovv ta zavvaPLvoeldr| ota facixrad yayyha
(BA. xa Romere et al.,, 2002) xaBuwg xat tng tapanionons 6u o apfpdg twv
CB1 vnodoyéwv eivat peuvpévog o€ aoBeveig IOV TATXOUV até VEVEOAOYL-
*EG VOOOUG TOV ETNEEGLOVV TV XUMTLRT] AELTOVQYLA, OTWG XL OE NELQAUA-
6twa ora onola €xouv npoxAnBel mvnuxeg datapayes (Glass, Faull, &
Dragunow, 1993. Lastres-Becker et ai., 2001), €xe npotafet 0w 1a vavvapr-
vOELON HITOQEL va XENOLpoonBovv Bepuretriind o SraPoes xvTarég dla-
TapuyEs, Onwg n xopeia Huntington, n vdoog Parkinson, ot duotovieg xat 1o
ovvdpopo Tourettc (Goutopoulos & Makriyannis, 2002).

Téhog, vapyouvv cuveywc avEavopeveg evOeiEelg 6L kAvvapn xat dA-
Aa xavvafivoardr} proei va avaxovgicovv agBeveils wou naoyovv and oxA-
puvon xatd thaxag (molamnAn axArjpuvon) 1) and BAGPeg ato vumalo pue-
MG autd 1O pUiK0 TGVOo To TEEROVAO ran T otacuxdéuta (Consroe et al., 1996.
Pertwee, 2002). Ta dedopéva avta vroompiloviat emmAéov and evprjuata
ot €va neLpapatire poveéro Luxov yia Tn axijouvan xatd thaxag (Baker et
al., 2000).

Extdg and v mBavr] xhwvixy xerjon twv xavvapivoeduv omv avriue-
TOITLON CURTTTWRATWY TWV XLYNTULXWV duarageywv, £ el ava@epBei ot poQEel
VA QT0JELYTOVV X OOLHA WG VEVQOTQOCTATEVILROL TAQAYOVTIES OF OLAQOQES
vevpoexr@uitonxég datagayég (Grundy, 2002). Ta xavvafivoeldn nropei
va £X0VV VEVRONTEOOTAaTEVTIXY dpdomn Adyw TG avuoEedwtixrig dpdong ov
€xouvv (Hampson ct al., 1998Db). “EtoL, pnoet va anotpéPpovv Tov ®uttapLro
Bdavato oe diapopes rmvnurég duetapayge, Wialtepa atn xopeia Huntington,
Omov yvwEiLovpe 6TL N tapaywy eAeiBepuwv QLliwv gival éva and ta »ipua
HUTTAQOTOEIXA YEYOVOTA OV cupPaivouv xatd uv naboyéveo) tng data-
oayric (Reddy, Williams, & Tagle, 1999). Extdg avtov, ta xavvapfLvoetdi i-
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vat yvwot6 6t avaotéAlouv ) péow NMDA vrodox€wv yAoutapivepyixn
vevpodiafifaon (Hampson et al., 1998a). O pérog avtwv Twv vrodoxEwv
TNV XUTIaEoToEIxSTNTa Eivae xahd peAeninévog (Beal, 1995). Apxetég pe-
Aéteg emPefardvouv eEEGAAOU TNV EVEQYETLXT VEUQOTPOOTATEVTIXY dpdaon
TwV xaVvvafLVOELdWV OF TTEQLITLWOELS EYREQPaALXTS oxapiag (Grundy, 2002).

Mvij

Mia ané 1ig xaktepa TEXUNOLWNEVEG dOAOELS TG ®Avvafng oTov Av-
Bownro sivar ) dietapayt] Kov FPoxeel om PoayUyoovn uviun (Kviiun -
yaoiug). Avubétwg, dev ennpealeral n avaxinon nalaidtepwv AANEOPoO-
owwdv (BA. Hampson & Deadwyler, 1999. Muller & Branconnicr, 1983, Varvel
et al., 2001 ). ¢ newpapatéfwa, 10 avavrapidw, n A9-THC xat aywviateg
twv CB1 unodoywv rpoxalovv duatapaxEs atn feaxixeovy uvijun xat oo
xwouxtj pviiun (Hampson & Deadwyler, 1999). Ot §pdoeic auteg Twv xavvo-
Buvoeldddv avapLofijtnta oxetilovral P 10v LINGXaUno, TEQLOXI| 1otaitepa
nhovola o€ CB1 vnodoyxeis (BA. Davics, Pertwee, & Riedcl, 2002). Ot &ara-
QQayEg aen pviun nov npoxaiovv ot aywviorég Twv CB1 vrodoyéwv rapa-
TNEOUVTOL 0f AGOELS TOAD IXPOTEQES 0RO QUTES TOU TEOXAAOUV (AAEG Opd-
ogLg (.. xuvnuxég diatapay€s, avarlynoiu, utoBepuia). Auté yROdELX ViEL
6t N dpaomn Twv VoLV aUTWY Ha TEETEL va E(vVaL EXAEXTLXT XAl VU a@Opd
otn uviun. H dpaon twv xavvafivoeldav evagyetal va oxeTiZeTaL PE v a-
vaotoAn tng aneAevBépwang vevpodiafifactwv mov KPOoXaAolUV Ta Xavva-
Buvoeldn arov imnéxaypno (Hampson & Deadwyler, 1999). O pdAog 1ov qu-
oTiHatos Tuyv xavvafLvoeldwv o pviun xabiocd mbavn m| xe1oN ovoLwv
ntov ennpeedator 1a evdoyevr xavvafivoeldi| 1) 1oug urtodoyElg Toug, ws Yap-
HAXWV JTOY EVOAWVOUV TN PUVIJUN ®OA TG YVWOTLXEG AELTOUPYIEC.

Hovog - avaiyijoia

Muia até Tig o onptavax€ég dpaoelg Twv xavvafLvoeldwy mov dvayleco-
Aafeital and 1o vevpix6 cictnua gival n avaiynuxn (lversen & Chapman,
2002. Pertwee, 2001). Autd eEnyeitarand 1o 6u 1600 Ta evdoyeviy xavvafi-
voewd1] 600 xat oL UoBUXE (6 TOUGC avEVEIOROVIaL OF SBPOEa GLoLYE(Q TOY EV-
doyevoug ovoTijuatog fov eival vReUBUVO yia Tov IOV, oo Tig eAEVBEQES
VEUPLXES aTOANEELS HEXOL TO VIWTLOLO LUEAS xaL vepvmTLala xEvrpa. Ixavo-
nonuxog aplBuds rewpapatixdv dedopevwv vrodelxvie 61t avaloya Twv
xavvafivoelduv eival aroTeAEOPaTIXA GTOV EAEYYO 1000 TOV 0EE0G, 600 ®at
tov Ypéviov évou (Martin & Lichtman, 1998). ZuvBetuxa avaloya twv xav-
vaBivoetduiv €xeL foeBeL oL €xouv v dia Wyl xau anoteEAEguETASTNTA UE
nv popgivn (Walker ct al.,, 1999). H avaiynuxn dpdon twv xavvafLvoeldwv
paiveral va oxetdetal pe aAAnAemidpdoeis Tovg Pe T0 OUOTHUa TWV EVAOYE-
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vov omoeldwv {Manzanares et al., 1999. Walkcer et al., 1999), evd) o dpdoeig
TG CUYX0ENYNONS HOPPIVNG Ko xavvafivoeidu)v elval 0pIopEveg QOPES ou-
vepyx€g (Cichewicz, 2004. Welch, Thomas, & Patrick, 1993). Idiatitepo €v-
dapépov mapovaLdlet 1o eVpnua 0T T XavvafLvoeldn elval anoteAeopa-
UrA WG aveAyNTRA o Cwnd poviéha ypdviov TGvov, 0 0T0I0S WS YVWOLGV
OEV aVUUETWTILETAL IXAVOROLTTEX G OULE UE Ta VITAQYOVIA CYUEQC OTILOELdT)
avalynuxd. EmnAéov, ol ntepupepirol CBI xaw CB2 vnodoyeis paiveral va
guAExOVIaL ot QUEMLGY TOV TOVOV, 6To Onpelo g PAASng avactéloveag
m pAheypovaddn avildpaoy (Calignano et al., 1998). Ta ntagaxdvew avaugr-
offita urodaxviouv o ta xavvafivoerdrn napéxovv duapopeg duverdn-
TES YLQ TV QVILUETWITLOY TOV TOVOV, JTOLKIANG TEOEAEVONG KAl AULTLOAOYLQG.

Aldeg xevpixéc Spda el twv xayvvafvoeldwy

Aleg emBefalwpgveg vevipLreg dpAaaels twv ravvafivoeldwv elvar n v-
noBeppia, n avueminruxr dpdon, n dLEyepon g GpeENG nat N avaepeunn
do#on (Chaperon & Thiebot, 1999). H vroBeppia rov npoxaiolv a zav-
vafivoeldri gaivetat va oxetiletal pe 10 OppoEUBULGTLHG HEVIQO TOU VTTO-
®adapov (Pertwee, 1995). H aviemAnmuxn dpdon twv xavvafivoelduv oy e-
1Letan pe 1o evipnua 6w ot CB1 vnodoyeis expedlovial ot VYnAEG ouyxe-
VIQWOELS OTOV UUTOXRUTO, TV auuydeAn xa 1o @lows (Consroe, 1998). O
HUNYAVIOROG HECW TOY OTOIOV ACHOUV Ta ~evVaBivoeLdr) v avaemAnmoxn
toug dpaon dev €xeL natavonBel mArjpws pExoL oruepa. "Exel npotadel ou
ot CB1 vnodoyelg #a 1o avaveapidio eA€yyovv 1) dleyepoipdtnta Twv vev-
puvuv avaotEMoviag rposuvarurd I dieyeptixn (uBavitata ylovtaut-
vepyLun) vevpodiafifaon (Ameri, Wilhelm, & Simmet, 1999).

H ope&Loydvog non yj avuepenx] dpdon twv xevvafBiLvoeldwv arxotehovv
cijueea 300 atd g HPATELG TOUS YL TS OITOLES XENOLLOTOLOUVIAL HALVLXA OF
0pLOpEves xwpeg (Berty & Mechoulam, 2002). To avaviapidio exions die-
YELQEL T Arjy] TOOPNG, EVW 1) HPAGCT) TOV ®UTT AVACTEALETAL PE T XOPTIYTION)
Tov exAexTivov aviaywvioni twv CBl vodoxéwv SR141716 A (Williams &
Kirkham, 1999). Ané pévo tov 10 SR141716 A xatactéAhe v 6peEn xat
npoxahet peiwon Bapovg (Colombo ct al., 1998). Ta svpnueta avid divouv
véeg duvatomteg Bepurevunwyv napepfdoewv o acBeVElg Tov TAOKOLY -
76 nayeEia (agbeveig pe A1DS) v 0g tayvcapua Gropa HECw TEOTONOINGIIG
G AgLToupyiag Tou evdoyevors cuotijparag xavvafivoeldwv (BA. Cota et al.,
2003a. 2003b. Piomelli et al., 2000).

H wavomta g A9-THC xaBds xat ouvvBenxwv availdywv twv xavva-
Buvoeldwv, ontwg g vaflAdvng, va eA€yYouV TN vavte Hat ToV EUETO TOV
NEOROAE(TaL OIS Tr) YNUELOBEQARELQ OF RaQHIVONABElG Elval XOAG TEXUN-
owwpévn (Lucas & (aszlo, 1980). [lepapatinés peréteg o Lwa €deiEav ou
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1 dpdon avai twv xavvaftvoedwv diapecorafeitan and toug CB1vrodoyels
{Darmani, 2002), evad o idlog 0 aviaymvianig twv CB1 urodoxéwv ot opt-
opéva €idn mpoxalel €uero, dpaon 1 onola avaotéAAETaL HE TN YO YNON
xavvafivoerdwv (Darmani, 2001). H xorjon v xavvafivoeldwv wg aviie-
HETLXA EQLOQIOTNHKE UETCA TNV QVARTIUVET VEWV LOLOTEQQ OTVOTEAECHUTLAWV
QVTIEHETLXWV OV dPOUV g aviaywviatég Twv S-HT3 vodoxéwv, Adym tav
QVETLOUENTWV EVEQYELWV OV €YOUV A6 TNV YruxLxT CPaipa.

AvrtoyT) »at eEdptnen

[MoAa pappaxa, 6rav yopnyouveat exavelAnupévag, yivoviat Atydtepo
Ope0TUK( “aL ANaLTETAL Y X0 YNON HEYaAUTEQWY OOCEWYV YL va ET TeVy Ol
TO 0QYLXO OOTEAECNQ 7TOV E(YE 1) TEW TN X0EYNOM. TO PoLVOpEVO autd xa-
Aetvan avioyr (BA. Ilavayn’, 1998. IMavayrg & Kaovrehhaxng, 1999). Avooxy
avaniooETal oets EQLOCOTEQES &l T dpaoew tng A9-THC (BA. Iversen,
2000, oel. 108), 6ntwg €xovv dekeL pekéteg ot Lwo. Aveoyn €xeL tapamEn-
Bl axopa xal peTd ano enavolapfavopeveg YogmmMaoeLg HEToLwy S00EwV A9-
THC, @)\a eivat TEpLOGGTEQO RATIENG HETA T XOEHYNOYN HEYRAWV DOCGEWV.
H avtoy mov avanniooetal €ivar ®xvplng pagpaxoduvopixr xol oxetileTal
Q@EVOG HE TNV XEOHAAOVREVT) ATLO Ta ®AVVOPLVOELDT) HELOEUBHLION XKL eITEY-
agBnronoinon twv vnodoxEwv twv xavwafLvoeldwv arov ey*EParo, apeteE-
OV OF KE TNV TaELQ HETAXIVIOT) TWV VOO0 EWVTEOG TO ECWTEQIXO HETA TV
dpaony Twv xavvafivoetdwv otovg vrtodoyeic (BA. Julien, 2003, oeA. 361.
Martin, Sim-Selley, & Selley, 2004). Metakv diagpopmv xavvafivoardwv ra-
patnEeital SLaGtaVEOVHEVN aviox .

2Ze avBpwroug tov extédhrav enavelAppEvag OE £0YaoR|OLaxég GUV-
Ojxeg oe peyareg déoerg A9-THC, napateiBnxe exiong n avarwEn avio-
G, Omwg axELPuwg elye deLy Tel ko oe per€teg ue Lwda. Napdha avta, aropa
OV XATVILOLVV PaQLYOVAVA REQLOTAOLaK(, 1) XOU YONOLULOTOLOGV HETELEG OG-
OELG HaQLYOUAVaS Yia Ynnaymytrovg Adyous xaBax xaw 600L Talpvouy pa-
pLyovava yia Bgpeauterruxroig AGYousg, avarticoouv pixen, 1| *adéiov avio-
1} Avioyn avanaicoetatl mBavwg € Atopa tov xavouvv ot xabnpeoLvn fa-
on XE10N pEYGAwv todoujtmv pagiyovavag (BA. Iversen, 2000, oe. 108-109.
Mapo€rog, 1997, ael. 156-157). ZuveRWG, Ta AVUXPOVOHEVa aNOTEAECRaTa
HEAELL)V OE GYEOT) HE TNV avATUEN avioyTic @6 xavvafn atov avBpwno ev-
déyetar va ope Aovral TG OLaeoEETLREG BOOELS TG papLyovavag xalms “aL
o dLaprELQ KL CUYVOTNTA XOF|OTS.

"Eva &nd 1a facixd egmnijpara Tov €xEL etacy 0AoEL xaL Gty eOVwg OL-
YAOEL TNV EMOMROVIRY] KOLVOTNTA E(VAL TO HATC OGOV 1) QUL VY] XO11ON HAV-
vafng npexralel eEGoTnon, 6nwg cupfaivel pe GAhes xAaoirég ovaieg ov €-
XOLY EVPOELOYOVO BEAON XAL TWYXAVOUV XaTaxenons. Apgiofnteitar exiong
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10 RO TA TOAOV 1) RAVVAPY EYEL EVIOY UTLRES I0LOTNTEG, OUOLEG NE TG HAQOLREG
ovoieg eEaptnong. Lo CuyrEXQMEVA, porovou 1) ravvapn Twyya&veL evpv-
TOALTNG RATAYONANG YL YUY A YWYLROUG GROTOUG, UiveTal va SLapepeL and ug
aiheg eEapnaloydvoug ouaies. £t PifAtoypaspia uTdpyouv aviKputrd Ot-
dopéva yLa To ®atd TGaov T ko vva L VOELDY] EVLOYG@UV T) GUUTTEQLPOQT TTEL-
oapatofwwv (Maldonado, 2002. Maldonado & Rodrigucz de Fonseca, 2002).
O nhaawrég ovaieg eEapmong (t.x. xoxaivy, aueetapivn, popepir), wroti-
V1], OLVOTIVEURQ) EXEL ATOOELYLEL OTL EVLORTOUV T} CUPTEQLPOQT TTELQAUTO-
Ldwv xabug avtoyopnyouvial, TEoxrarovv eEQTMUEVN TpoTiunon B€ang xau
HELWVOUV ToV 0UA6 evdoxrpaviaxol avtogpebiopot (A. ITavayrc, 1998. Ila-
vayn's, 2001, geh. 128-130). lNa v A9-THC »xav dhha xavvapivoetdy vap-
YOUv avaxpovoueva 6edopEva wg teog to av dlabetovv evioyuurég Lddn-
1€ (Braida ct al.,, 2001. Chaperen et al., 1998. Cheer, Kendall, & Marsden,
2000. Deroche-Gamonet et al., 2001. Fattore et al., 200] . Gardner et al., 1988.
Harris, Waters, & McLendon, 1974. Lepore et al., 1995. Mallet & Beninger,
1998. Martellota et al., 1998. Stark & Dews, 1980. Van Ree, Slangen, & de
Wied, 1978, Vlachou, Nomikos, & Panagis, 2003. Vlachou, Nomikos, &
Panagis, 2005. Wickelgren, 1997). MdAtota, undpyovv apretég evdedeis yua
duaopirég dpaaelg 10go tng A9-THC 600 »at dAhwv guvBETLr@vV avalid-
yov towv xavvafivoetdav (BA. .. Mallet & Beninger, 1998. McGregor,
[ssakidis, & Prior, 1996. Parker & Gillies, 1995).

H dmoyn mov yevund emxpatef elvar €1 dev avarciooeTan wpatix -
Edpnon and v xavvafn, 1} 0t o€ TEP{TTWAN Tov avartuy el ta gupntw-
natd g Ba elvar ma xaw tapodird. [apgdra aved, om fiprioypaspia €xel
avagepBel orepnuxd glivopouo ard papyovdva arov dvBpwro (Budney,
Novy, & Hughes, 1999. Budney el al., 2001. Georgota.s & Zeidenberg, 1979.
Haney et al., 1999). Z1a otepnTind cupsmupata Tov £xovv tapaniendel te-
ohappdvovtar avnovyia, evepeBioTdmTa, OLEYEQON, A¢)0G, undc, EmLBETL-
x0MTQ, xaTdBAhym, avnvia, avopeEia, diatapayég virvov xat vavia. Ta ou-
UITTOUCEA OUWG XOEaXTNEITOVIAL L, CUYRELTLXG UE QUTG IOV TPOXAAOU-
vtaL amd GALEC OVUOLES, OTWG T OTLOELDY), 1) VLXOT(VY], TO OLVOITVEUPQ KL OL
BevEodiateniveg (Anthony, Warner, & Kessler, 1994) xau €x&L vrootnouyBel
OU TEQLOOGTEQOD aroTeA OV EvdeELEN avamcvEns Yruyohoyurnig eEdotyang (BA.
Mapaogéhog, 1997, geh. 157).

Zvdpopo otépnong and A9-THC »ar dAha xavvapfivoerdr €xeL xata-
voawel 0g newpapototmwa pe peyarutepm evxoAiia, agol UITOEEL va TEoXAN-
Bel pe T xoE1ynoy o1o Lo exrexuxol aviaywvior] twv CB1 vrodoyfwv
(Aceto et al., 1996. Aceto et al., 2001. Rodriguez de Fonseca et al., 1997).
Melovérmua Twv HEAETHIV autwiv elval ] x0pyMoN neydhwv d6oewv xav-
vafLvoelduv ora TeEwpauatotwa, WOLE va Yivouv «eEapTuéva» xai 1 xpo-
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®ANON TOU OUVOEGHOV OTEENONG HE aveaywvion] TwV xavvaBivoelduwv. e
OYEON HE TG NEAETES IOV €Y 0LV YLVEL OTOV GVOPWO, 10 BaoLxd PELtOVEXTHHA
mov €youv eivan 6Tt dev elvan apma peBodoroyira oxediaopeveg (BA. Smith,
2002). Z¢ yevir€g YOOUMUES, UG TS HEYOL OrjueQa neAETeg Ba prtopovoape va
TOVHE Ot OEV LIIAEYOVV TELOTLXA OTOLXElQ yla T}V UntapEn oofapoy ouv-
dpdpov otépnong and ravvafin orov avBpwmo. Evoéyeral peAhovnrés, na-
MG eEAEYYOpEVES pEAETEG PE GPTIO HEBODOAOYLXO OXEdLaOps va. aoxra npouv
mv UnapEn £vog EeraBapov ouvdpopuov oTEENoNG, TO 0TOL0 Va. (v PITOQEL
va apLofintnOei.

Eivai 11 xavvafn nvAn 0000V y1a EmxivOuVvEs 0VOIES;

Qc yvwardv, torhol xenoteg ouvnBiLovy va Aappavouv nepLooGTeQES a-
A0 pis eE@OTNOLOYOVESG 0UOLES (TOAUYENOTEG). AUTG oupuBaiveL xaL PE TOUG
X OMoTES xavvaBig, oL 0ToioL ovy VG XENOLHOTTOLOUY pati x e GAreg €0L0TLRES
ovoigg (.. oLvOrVEVpRa, vixotiviy, LSD, ecstasy, xoxaiva) (Fisher & Brickman,
1973). "Eva Limmua tou €xeL anaoyoAoet LALalTepa TNV ETTTNHOVLAXY] %OL-
vOTIyTO. EivaL ®aTd TG00V 1] XOTM xavvasne propet va 0dnyroet ou) xprjon
GAA WV TaEGVOIV %Ot ETUXIVOUVOV QUOLWV (GITwg 1) newivn) xau oty eEA-
mon and avtés. [ToAAég €pevveg €xovv deiEeL 6 toAhol vEéoL avBpwitoL ov
%AVOUY X101 YX0TEORWV 0voudv Eexivnoay xavoviag xe1joy) oLvorveUpa-
106 ®at ®ourvol rat orr) guvexeta papiyovavag (BA. m.y. Kandel & Davies,
1996). AutO Gpwg o€ xapLa TEPETWOon dev aodelnvier Gt ) xE10N TNG ML
ovoimg 0dnyel oripv arin (BA. Jaffe, 1995, oe. 130-137. Mapoghag, 1997, ogh.
161-162. Morral, McCaffrey, & Paddock, 2002. Zimmer & Morgan, 1997).
AMWare, 6rtwg €x0ouv SeEEL OXETHEG HEAETEG 1] HEYAAT) TAELOVOTITA TWV X OV}
gtV paptyovavag dev €8 erar o Ghheg ovoies, Grwg 1 nowivn (Fergusson
& Horwood, 2000. Johnson, 1973). EmnA€ov, 6mwg €x €L vtootewy Bl  ov-
OYEToN TG X01oNG xavvafng HE T AEYOPEVEG TrATPEC OvOoieg eV elvan au-
L8NG, A G LITOPEL VO OYETLLETOL HE RATOLOVE XOLVOUC Tp0dLabeaLrolg na-
oayovreg (Morral, McCaffrey, & Paddock, 2002).

Yupnepaopata - [[ooontikEg

‘Onwg npoxumnreL and 6o avogeptnxay, ta xavvafivoeldr anotekolv a-
vapgofritnta evila@épovia o10)0 avanmgng papnaxrwy yia duapopes da-
1aax€c. To yeyovog 0T €ival TECLOOOTEQO YVWTTA YLQ TLG YNIXOTEOTOUC-EV-
POPLXEG PAOELG TOUG, YLX TLG OTTOLES ».0 EXOUV XENorHOoTO Ol 0t apyou-
OTATWYV Y EOVWY, TOUG TPOOEOWOE |t AOVNTLXT) ONAOLX-X00Ld, XAVOVIAG O-
ROMQ %OL TV ETMOTNUOVLAY] XOLVOTNTA ETLQUAQXTLAY WG TPOG TNV ALevEpyela
OXEUXWV HEAETWV OV Ba eEtyviafav Tig dpAOELS TOUG ®aL TOVG U AVLOROUG
nov poioxovian miow and avies. Ta napanavw, tagdAinia pe tnyv xabu-
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OTEQPTON OOV XATAVOTOT) TNG PAORAXOAOYLG TOUG KO OTNV avaxrdAuym Tov
£VAOYEVOUG OUGTHHLATOS XAVVAPLVOELDWV ET( TOV 0TTOLOV HQOUVV, GUVETEAECE
oto va xaBuoteQnOEL va avayvwELOTEL 1] CNUACIe TOUG ®at 1) havr) ®Atvixr
ToUG XeNoN. Ou oNUEQLVES TEOOTABELEG OTOoXEVOUV GTO HLaYWOLOKS TWV OLVE-
mBYuNTWY §PACEWV AVTHV TWV OUCLHV antd TS EMBVUNTES TOV UITOEOVV Va
€xouv xAwvinn e@agpoyn. To eninedo xeravonong Iov EYOVRE CHHEQA VLA TO
eVOOYEVESG CUOTNLA ®avVaBLvoeldwv €xeL xataonjoel dvvan tn civBeo &-
KAEXTLXWV OVOLWDV, OL OTTOLEG VA HIToEOvV va avEdvouv ta eni{neda wwv ev-
doyevddv xavvafivoeldwv pévo otLg TEQLOYES OTLG OTOLEG TaQAyoviaL Pu-
OLOAOYLXG. (TT.X- LE AVOOLOAT] TOV ®ATABOALCOHOY 1] THG LETAPORAS TOVG). Av-
10 PIOPEL Vo €XEL TO TAEOVEXTNA PEYARVTEQNG EXAEXTIROTYTAS KABWG HaL
TEOXANONG ALYOTEQWY QVETLOUUNTWV EVEQYELWV, OO AUTES OV TEOXAAOU-
vIoL HE TV ALEYEQON TWV UTTOJOYEWV TWV RavvafLvoeLdWv [LE GECOYS aYw-
viotég (Pertwee, 2000). Autég oL vEeg ovoieg ov ennEeG.Couv ta evloxav-
vapivoeldt, €xel vrootnoLyBel 6TL €0V TOAY pixEdTEEN mbBavomta xatd-
YONonG xaw TedxAnons eEdotnong (Aceto et al., 1998) xat progei va 0dnyr-
OOUV TNV AVATTUET) TEQLOOGTEQO ACPAADV KOt ATTOTEAECUATLXWV OEQaLTEL-
WV OO TROCEYES LEMOV.
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Cannabinoids, brain and behavior

Georgios Panagis

ABSTRACT

During the last 15 years research has shown the existence of an endogenous
system on the brain upon which the active ingredient of cannabis, A9-tetrahy-
drocannabinol {(A9-THC), exerts its actions. This system comprises cannabi-
noid receptors, endogenous ligands and enzymes for ligand biosynthesis and
inactivation. The main functdon of the endocannabiroid systen: is to regulate
synaptic trarismission in excitatory and inhibitory pathways in the brain. The
CB! receptors are found predominantly in the brain with highest densities ir: the
hippocampus, cerebelium, striatium and cortex. This localization justifies the
effects of cannabinoids in the central nervous system. Central effects of cannabi-
noids include disnuption of psychornotor behaviour, short-term wmnernory impair-
sernt, antinociceptive actions, stirnulation of appetite and antiemetic effects.
Threre are controveisial data in the literature concerning the addictive potential
of cannabis. Many aninma! studies lrave showr that tolerance develops to most
of the behavioural and physiological effects of A9-THC. However, it is not clear
that tolerance occws to any significant extent in people who use infrequently
modest amounts of mari juarnia. Although, classical drugs of abuse, that humans
find pleasurable, can be shown to have positive reinforcing properties in animal
behavioral models, it has been rather difficult to demonstrate the rewarding
properties of A9-THC or synthetic cartnabinoid agonists in preclinical studies.
in particular, many studies revealed that A49-THC and cannabinoids have aver-
sive properties. A signi ficant withdrawal syndrorme does net appear to occur in
hwinart cannabis users, although some symptoms comprising a psychological
dependence have been reported in somne users. Basic and ctinical studies have
shown that cannabis and cannabinoid agonists may have useful therapeutic
implications. Medicines based on drugs that enharce the functior of endo-
cannabinoids may offer in the future novel therapeutic opportunities with
improved safely and efficacy.

KEY WORDS: Cannabis. 49-tetrahydrocannabinol Mari juan

1. Laboratoiy of Neuroscience and Behavior, Dcpartment of Psychology, University of Crete
punag) s@psy.soc.uoc.gr






