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EALY®EPNA: Ovopa agyaiag tékews tng Kereng, n omoila Boioxetal ne-
pinov 25 yuhdpetga NA tov PeBipvov, 7 xthdpetga and to Agradi, orov on-
HEEWVO Anfpo Apxradiov xal otnv meguoy Twv Kowonjtwy Agyatag Elev-
Begvag (tpumv [1owveé) rat EAevBegvag Mulorotapov. [Igdxeitar yia pua a-
16 Tt ONRAVTLXOTEQEG TEWLEVOVOES TOAEL TG Kovtng Tng YEWwpETOIRIIG RO
a@xaixg neQLédov (Jog — 605 at. n.X.), TG omoiag N axpr dujExNnoE xaL oTa
®haoowrd, EMNVLIONKE, QWHOIXA Kow TahaioxELOtLavikd — Tewrofulaviiva,
XOOVLa, GVTOG IO 0Tl TG ERTA XOLOTLAVLKES ETLOXONES (UNTQOTGAELS) TG
Keijmg.

O gquompatinég avaoragureg Egevveg tou Havemompiov g Konng,
mou dLevegyouvean oy agyaia oA, ®aTd TV TEAEVLOLQ ELROOAETIO, KATO-
dewviouv tnv vtagEn avBpwivng dpactnEidintag —evAEXOpEVWS Rat Ka-
TOLXNONG- 10N oS ta €AY g 4ng /aExEs 3ng xidteTiang t.X. koL Tnv vragdn
VARGV ®aTahoiTiwv TO00V TG 316 XIAETLAE GO0V KAL TNG HLVWLING KAL HUK)-
vaixnc teEiddov (2" xihietia n.X.). Anotehel ofpeQa TOV aviiwoda Twv QM-
TRV REVIQWY GENV TEQL0O0 IOV AXOAOVOEL TNV RATACTEOPT TWV HLVALKDV
«aVOXTOQWV», MAadr o dudgxrela TG auyiig Tov eAANVIKOU TOALTLONOVY, €-
TOL Orwg TOV YVWELToupe and to opnEws €mog (%og - 706 at. m.X.).

Zippwva pe toug AeEwwoypdgoug (Etégpavog Buldveiog) to agyirs Gvo-
pa G tav Zdtpa (oAMa xat o€ tagalhayEs, TawEog xat AwQOg) Xxat ot
oguvexew pecwvopaocnxe oe ExevBegva. Z1ov fabud mov n petwvopasia av-
) avtavaxhd pra dradoyixi totogki tpaypanxdota gaivetal okl nla-
VOV OTL T0 GVOopQ Z&TO AVILOTOLYEL ILE TNV OVORQOia TNG TEQLOXIS OTNV ETTO-
x1 Tov Xakxov. [IBavitata ngo€gyetatl and tovg tinovg Tataga (AQaye 1
(O AEEN pe to tomoviplo Ka-ta-ra nov anaviarar otg mvaxides tng l'oap-
uuerig B g Konmng;)  2drvpa pe ovyxomnn 1ov peoaiov pumvieveog.

H Bpaxonehaaywx pifa Sat- onpaiver ehevBeQOG, ®HELOG, KVELOEXOG KAt
avahoyn edvaw 1) Auxiaxy] exgoead tng (Koat = Earpdnng = oatpdnng) xat,
ETOPE VWG, 1] UVTLEQGTEQET ovopadia tng ToAng oe EAevBegva Ba progovoe va
BewEnOei wg OxeTLRY PE THV TEOYEVEDTEQY Ovopaoin Tne. Me tnv apEn twy




E Nuwdhoos Xp. Exoomolidn:

dwpLr.oiv @UAWVY xat TV avauEn Toug HE ToV ynyevy TANBUGHO xat TOUG t-
dpvtzoig piboug mov anoxpuotarduivoviar GV agxa ki neEiodo, To véo
6vopa -ntdAl gOp@wva ue 1ov ZTE@avo 1ov Buldvrio- opederal atov EAgv-
Bjoa, €évav and tovg Kovijteg, Toug puiaxeg dnhadi tov uxeov Kontaye-
voug Aia, 10U XTURWVIAG TG aonideg Toug atov Wnhopeitn (v dAlote da-
owpévn '1dn) anétpeyav tov Kgdvo va axovoet To *Adua tov ukgod xat va
10 @padet. H pila mg véag ovopaoiag tng noAng, EAu6- ouvdéetar €101 pe ta:
eAevBep0g — eEAevOeQia xar TG00 N YEVVNON 600 xaw N cupfolxy) rgoatadia
T0U Vijov Ala ouvdEgtal ouvenuls 160 pe 1S ElhelBueg Bedreg (autég 8-
Aadi tng aneAevBEpwong, TG YEVVNONG XAL TOU TOXETOV) OO0V KAL UE TV
TEOCaOVa tOU VEOYEWNTOU (TIg LBLOTNTEG aUTEG €Y ORfEQQ GTNV YOLOTLQ-
vixn Aatpeia xae tiom) o Ayiog EAevB€pLog).

201300, 1 oOvopacia Tng AOANG KAl 1) ETUROAOYIA TOU OVOPaTAE TG EXEL
ouvOeDEel iOn & TNV apyardmIa pe ua eAevBeEN, avoLyTij, TEOPR VLIS, aQ-
Xaixy xoLvwvia Ot vopot (and 1a Cregdypare TV EMLYQAPWV IOV EXOLV £-
wg ofuepa dratnenOel) xar o TOAlTES TG onolag €deayvav 1dLatepn peta-
XELOLON o€ arhomOALTES xa EEVOUG TGOS PUOEWS, YEYOVOS TOV 001jYNaE O
dnuovpyia plag «rapdadoans» yLa tnv aneAevBEpwon onolovdrinote oAi,
0 0m0i0g ®xarOPHWVE va TEQATEL OTa CVVOEQ TNG ETUKOATELAS TNG.




Eleftherna: Historical review

Professor N. Chr. Stampolidis

Eleftherna or Eleutherna is the name of an ancient city in Crete, located
approximately 25 kilometers southeast of Rethymno and 7 kilometers from
Arkadi Monasiery. Today, Eleftherna belongs to the Municipality of Arkadi
and to the province of Mylopotamos. It was one of the most important cities
in Crete during the geometric - archaic period (9 - 6 c. BC.), with its peak
stretching into the Classical, Hellenistic, Roman, early Christian and Byzantine
period, being one of the seven Christian dicceses of Crete.

Excavations conducted by the University of Crete the last 20 years, provide
evidence of human existence and action, dating back to the late 4"/ early 3¢
millennium BC., as well as finds dating back to the 3'¢ millennium BC.,, the
Minoan and the Mycenaean periods (2 millennium BC.). It is considered of
great importance compared to otber Cretan centers after the destruction of
the Minoan “palaces” that is, during the course of dawn of Greek civilization
and culture as we know it from Homeric Epos (9 — 6® c. BC.).

Some of its initial names were “Satra”, “Saoros” and “Aores”. The root
sat- has the meaning of being free and dominant. Later the name Eleftherna
wasgiven to the city, deriving from the words elevBepie - eAcibegoc = freedom
- free, and the same root posses Eleuther, the city’s heros oikistes = its
namegiving heros, one of the mythical Kouretes, the shield bearer companions
and protectors of the newly born Zeus on Ida (Psilorites) Mountain. The
various names the city used to have, seem to reflect its sequential histori'cal
reality. The etymology of all its names coincides with evidence of its written
lows and documents describing a free and open arcbaic society, tolerant to
outsiders and foreigness, a fact, which led to the creation of a “tradition”: the
liberation of those, who crossed the boundaries of its dominion.






