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This report continues the one drafted for the 14th colloquium on My-
cenaean studies, held in 2015 in Copenhagen.1 It thus covers the sub-
sequent five years: 2016-2020. A complete bibliography on Cypriot syl-
labic inscriptions and the history of their scripts and languages can be 
found in the annual ‘Epigraphische Mitteilungen’ by the present author 
in the journal Kadmos. For the present report, the Kadmos volumes nos. 
55 to 59 are relevant. Here, only publications of new inscriptions and 
republication of known ones are mentioned.

Inscriptions in the Cypro-Minoan syllabary

Cyprus, Paphos

Markus Egetmeyer publishes a further inscription on a metallic bowl,2 
a characteristic type of inscription rooted in Bronze Age society, but 
which continues into the first millennium BC by switching to the Greek 
language. The importance of the new example consists in the fact that it 
is an inscription in Cypro-Minoan script and language from the same 
place and date as the Opheltas inscription, the first one in Greek in our 
documentation. The implications of this situation and this new inscrip-
tion are further discussed by Egetmeyer.3

2	  Egetmeyer 2016.
3	  Egetmeyer 2017a.

1	 Report 2011-2015.
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Syria, Ugarit (near modern Latakia)

The two short inscriptions from Ugarit published by Jean-Pierre Olivier 
were already known.4  The first one was provisionally included by Olivi-
er in his collection of Cypro-Minoan inscriptions as ##210. RASH Aéti 
001, the existence of the second one is only mentioned as ##211. RASH 
Aéti 002.5

Israel, Ashkelon (southern Canaan, modern Southern district)

Giancarlo Tomezzoli and Reinhardt Stein present a republication of 
an inscription found far more to the south on the Levantine coast.6 It 
would be written in a late variant of the Cypro-Minoan script used by 
‘Philistines.’ The inscription is dated to the 11th century BC and this sce-
nario was already proposed in the editio princeps. The hypothesis of the 
existence of a Cypro-Minoan inscription in Ashkelon, one of the cities 
of the Philistine pentapolis in Canaan, is as such acceptable, the reading 
and linguistic interpretation by the authors, however, not at all. Thus, as 
for the script: non liquet.

Crete, Kalo Chorafi (Καλό Χωράφι, West Crete, northern coast)

Among the Cretan epigraphical material of the village of Kalo Chorafi 
in the municipality of Mylopotamos (Μυλοπόταμος), published by An-
astasia Tzigounaki and Artemis Karnava,7 there is one inscription (no. 
6) with a pre-firing Cypro-Minoan sign. The object is a loom weight, 
probably of Cretan origin. The date proposed is MM III–LM I, corre-
sponding to 1700-1500 BC. Even if it is just a single script mark, the date 
makes it stand out, because it thus belongs to the earliest phase of the 
Cypro-Minoan script and testifies to the contact between Cyprus and 
Crete during this period. The whole problem of the synchronism of the 
different chronologies in the Eastern Mediterranean is discussed anew 
by Manfred Bietak,8 who firmly argues against the long chronology, thus 
arriving at generally later dates: the eruption of the Thera volcano is 
dated at 1525 BC.9

4	  Olivier 2016.
5	  HoChyMin.
6	  Tomezzoli & Stein 2016.
7	  Tzigounaki & Karnava 2020.
8	  Bietak 2021.
9	  Bietak 2021, 312.
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Cypro-Greek inscriptions

Separately to the report of the previous 14th colloquium on Mycenaean 
studies, the forthcoming first part of a corpus of the inscriptions in the 
Cypro-Greek syllabary was announced by Egetmeyer, Karnava, Lande-
nius Enegren and Perna.10 This first part is now published as IG XV 1, 
1, which contains inscriptions for three of the Cypriot city states (Am-
athus, Kourion and Marion), a complete collection of the inscriptions 
with a certain amount of improved readings and some new material. 
This cannot all be indicated here in detail, but one major improvement 
is to be mentioned: a thorough presentation of the Cypriot inscribed 
coins can be found for the city states of Amathus and Marion. This was 
only possible thanks to collaboration with the numismatist Evangeline 
Markou.

Cyprus, Amathus

All articles mentioned in the following are subsidiary work to the cor-
pus. The most important one is by Perna.11 It is a completely new edition, 
based on autopsy in the Louvre, of the long and difficult-to-read Eteo-
cypriot inscription included as ICS 194 and ICS 195 in Olivier Masson’s 
edition.12 These difficulties explain the high number of improved read-
ings. The resulting reading of the inscription can be found at a glance 
on page 220.

The work for the corpus is further reflected in the general overview 
by Karnava13 and in the article on coins by Markou.14 A short new in-
scription is presented by Yiannis Violaris and Elisavet Stefani,15 which 
is now IG XV 1, 49.

Kition

Olivier publishes a very short inscription of the period Cypro-Geomet-
ric III.16 For this reason alone the inscription is important, because this 

10	 Egetmeyer et al. 2017.
11	 Perna 2019.
12	 Masson 1983.
13	 Karnava 2019.
14	 Markou 2019.
15	 Violaris & Stefani 2017, 233-235.
16	 Olivier 2015.
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period is very poorly documented by syllabic inscriptions. Indeed, the 
inscription seems also to be important for our understanding of the his-
tory of the Cypriot syllabary, namely the split-off of the common syl-
labary from the Paphian syllabary. This is probably implicitly meant in 
Olivier’s commentary, but is only explicitly formulated by Egetmeyer.17

Kourion

Cf. the above indicated volume IG XV 1, 1.

Marion

Cf. the above indicated volume IG XV 1, 1.

Paphos

•	 Palaepaphos: Agnieszka Halczuk and Cheyenne Peverelli give a de-
tailed presentation of the very short inscriptions on Attic ceramics.18

•	 Palaepaphos-Kouklia: Maria Iacovou and Karnava present an im-
portant administrative document from the 4th-3rd century BC, be-
cause such inscriptions are not well represented in the Cypriot syl-
labic corpus.19

•	 Palaepaphos-Rantidi: Karnava can be considered as a preparatory 
work for the second fascicle of the corpus in Inscriptiones Graecae.20 
The same author can thus now offer a complete and convincing read-
ing of the dedication ‘Rantidi 1’21 at the frontier between the city 
states of Paphos and Kourion.22

•	 Site unknown, but probably from Paphos: an addition to the few in-
scribed weights from Cyprus is published by Egetmeyer.23 The use 
of the Paphian variant of the syllabary on this new weight allows to 
place this object among the Paphian ones.

•	 New Paphos: in their treatment of the sanctuary of Apollo, Claire 
Balandier and Yannick Vernet also offer photos concerning the syl-

17	 Egetmeyer 2017a, 193-194.
18	 Halczuk & Peverelli 2019.
19	 Iacovou & Karnava 2020.
20	 Karnava 2018.
21	 Mitford & Masson 1983, 34-35, no. 1, Pl. 9.
22	 Karnava 2020.
23	 Egetmeyer 2017b.
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labic dedications ICS 2 und ICS 3 to Apollo.24 The reading and inter-
pretation of the first line of these inscriptions is, however, outdated 
in two places.

Cyprus, various locations

Anne Destrooper-Georgiades treats coins from various places in Cy-
prus belonging to the collection of the American geologist Charles 
Godfrey Gunther (*1880-†1929), who worked for the Cyprus Mining 
Corporation.25

Cyprus, unknown provenance

Dimitrios A. Iosephides presents a manufacturer inscription on a small 
clay figure of a bull. This piece would need a re-examination.26

Turkey, Cilicia Pedias, Misis (Μοψουεστία/Mopsuestia)

Anna Lucia d’Agata, Valentina Cannavò, Perna, and Daniele Putortì add 
a very short inscription to the very few syllabic inscriptions from this 
region, which nevertheless stresses the well-known presence of Cypriots 
there.27

Israel, Tel Dor (southern Phoenicia, modern Haifa district)

Whereas the above mentioned inscription from Ashkelon belongs to the 
context of the end of the Bronze Age and the presence of the Sea Peo-
ples in Philistia, an inscription from the first millennium comes from 
Phoenicia, more to the north and opposite Cyprus. The inscription in 
the Paphian variant of the syllabary is on a bone fragment and presents 
a dedication of the 5th-4th century BC. It was published by Masson,28 
but its reading and interpretation are not entirely clear. Furthermore, it 
seems that the inscription has been added to a pre-existing iconography 
on the bone. This iconography is the object of two articles: Caroline Sau-
vage supposes that the object is of Cypriot origin and represents a cultic 

24	 Balandier & Vernet 2017.
25	 Destrooper-Georgiades 2017.
26	 Iosephides 2019.
27	 d’Agata et al. 2020.
28	 Masson 1994.
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scene depicting the protection of navigation,29 whereas Silvia Schroer 
considers the representation of the ship as part of a funeral ceremony.30

Sardinia, Antas (near the village of Fluminimaggiore, province of      
South Sardinia)

The publication of the following inscription by Perna and Raimondo 
Zucca31 had already been announced by Egetmeyer, Karnava, Lande-
nius Enegren and Perna.32 The inscribed object is a precious one, a large 
(hat)pin in bronze. The inscription is very short, of the ‘1+1’ — here: 
‘1+2’ — type. The signs incised are the ones with a very simple structure 
and do not allow to decide whether the inscription is in the Cypro-Mi-
noan or in the Cypro-Greek syllabary. The decision to opt for the lat-
ter is motivated by the archaeological context which indicates a date of 
850-800 BC. The inscription thus belongs to the Cypro-Geometric III 
period (900-750 BC), from which we have very few inscriptions. The 
relations between Cyprus and Sardinia are well known and a recent, yet 
somewhat sceptical study, can be found in Anthony Russell and Bernard 
Knapp.33

Italy (continental), Tarquinia (Etruria, modern province of Viterbo,      
region of Lazio)

Giulio Facchetti presents an anchor of about 550 BC, incised with three 
signs.34 These could, indeed, be Cypriot syllabic signs, even if the signs 
incised are again of very simple structure, like the ones of the preceding 
inscription from Sardinia. As the signs are not incised in a line, the read-
ing order is not sure and the meaning of the sequence remains unclear, 
even if the author makes some proposals.

Concluding

As a result, one can indicate that after decades of announcements by 
various authors of the intent to publish a corpus of inscriptions written 
29	 Sauvage 2015.
30	 Schroer 2016.
31	 Perna & Zucca 2018.
32	 Report 2011-2015, 35.
33	 Russell & Knapp 2017.
34	 Facchetti 2015; Facchetti, 43-44, in Bagnasco Gianni et al. 2016.
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in the Cypro-Greek syllabary, a first volume of such a corpus is now 
published. This allows us to expect that the complete corpus will finally 
be available in future years. The second volume will be only on Paphos, 
the city state with the most abundant documentation. This second vol-
ume presents itself as an easy task compared to the third one, which 
should include the ‘rest’, all other places in Cyprus and all inscribed ob-
jects found abroad (outside Cyprus). Due to the dispersal of the materi-
al, this volume will be the most difficult one to bring into fruition, and it 
is not yet clear whether a fourth volume will be needed. For Cypro-Mi-
noan, there are two recent collections of inscriptions by Olivier and by 
Silvia Ferrara, but neither of them is a corpus, hence the recent initiative 
by Perna.35

It may further be mentioned that for the period under review Pa-
phos once again offers more material than other places: inscriptions 
from its administration, a stone from a sanctuary indicating a frontier 
and a weight mentioning possibly a king, in any case an affluent person. 
Still on Cyprus itself, the new edition of the long inscription in the ‘in-
digenous’ Cypriot language obliges us to revise the (very few) things we 
know about this Cypro-Minoan and Eteocypriot tradition.

More remarkable still is, however, something else: concerning the 
geographical distribution, it can be said that a large amount of new ma-
terial was found in places outside Cyprus, and almost all these inscrip-
tions come from coastal places or from near the coast (Fig. 1). For the 
Cypro-Minoan syllabary, these are Ugarit and Ashkelon on the Levan-
tine coast and Kalo Chorafi on the Cretan coast; for the Cypro-Greek 
syllabary, these are Misis/Mopsuestia near the Cilician coast, Tel Dor 
on the Levantine coast, Antas, near the coast of south-western Sardin-
ia, Tarquinia on the Tyrrhenian coast. All these regions outside Cyprus 
are well known for their close contact with Cyprus, perhaps apart from 
Etruria, which would be a welcome addition. The older inscription from 
Sardinia, in any case, belongs to the wider context of the Sea Peoples 
complex, for which the existence of a connection from (Etruria)/Sardin-
ia to the Near East via Cyprus remains a serious possibility.36

35	 Perna, this volume.
36	 Jung 2017; 2018.
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Fig. 1. Find places mentioned in the 2016-2020 report on the Cypriot syllabic inscriptions 
(adaptation by the author).

Concerning chronology, some inscriptions belong to the oldest peri-
ods of both traditions, Cypro-Minoan and Cypro-Greek. Among them 
is the new inscription from Kalo Chorafi, which belongs to the period 
of the beginning of the Cypro-Minoan syllabary, while others belong 
to the end of its use: the one from Paphos and, possibly, also the one 
from Ashkelon. For the Cypro-Greek syllabary, the new inscriptions 
from Antas and Kition also belong to the beginning of the tradition. 
Something, however, remains unchanged: we have inscriptions from 
the periods Cypro-Geometric I and Cypro-Geometric III, but we still 
do not have a single one from Cypro-Geometric II. These inscriptions 
must have existed, but the reduction and the new increase during the 
Cypro-Geometric indicated by this distribution may reflect historical 
reality. The 10th century BC is problematic not only for Cypriot syllabic 
epigraphy, but also for Phoenician alphabetic epigraphy37 and for the 
Greek alphabetic one.38

37	 Sass 2021.
38	 Sass forthcoming.
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