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Abstract_ Paraskevas Syrianoglou | My life experiences growing up among the
refugees in Rethymnon

Growing up in the 1950s, a time when massive immigration had subsided and the
refugees had begun to rebuild their lives in their new homeland, my childhood mem-
ories were indelibly written in my memory and marked me. I was born in a 40 square
meter yard, in a small village of Rethymnon, where four families raised their children,
with the warmth and fairy tales from Anatolia, hiding the intolerance and pain of the
refugee. Through their stories I learned the history of our homeland, which has never
stopped being in their hearts, while the songs and the smells of their food still tickle
my ears and nose. I listened with warmth to the stories of the elders and that’s how I
learned the tragic history that their marks and scars hid. With my childhood eyes I
witnessed conflicts between refugees and natives, but I also remember my teachers
who in their eyes all the children were the same. Memories that were deeply engraved
in me and defined every aspect of my life until now.

YPIEE Kol KUPLOL, He eLNKpivela ek@palw Tn AOmn Hov Tov anovotd{w amod
TO OVUTIOOLO 0AG, AT VTNV THV EMETELAKT YLOPTT| TTOL OKOTIO £XEL VA PEPEL

0TI LVAN OTLYHEG TNG HEYAANG KATAOTPOPTG aAAd kat Prwpata TG devTepng
TIPOCQPUYIKNG YEVLAG. AVEIANUUEVEG VLTIOXPEWOELS e avaykalovy va oag
HETAPEPW Ypapuéva oe vekpo XapTi, Piwpata and Tn (wrj TNG TPOoTPUYLAG IOV
énoa kat peydlwoa avapeod tng katd tnv dexaetia Tov 1950. Ziyovpa Oa
ek@palopovy KakVTEpa av UOVV TAPWY, ylati moTevw oTo SioTigo «Otav Ta
pdtia e Bwpovv, Ta xeiAn de wAovve,/ Ta pavplopéva Ta XapTid ivta umopovv
VaL TTOVVE;».

>t dekaetia mov Ba avagepbw, eixe komaoel ma Tov Oeov 1 opYyY, eixe
TEPAOTEL O KALPOG TIOL 1} avaykn TETpwVe TiG kapdiég. [Tapddo mov oL mpoopuyeg
elxav mepdoel am’ OAeg TOL TOVOL TIG KOPLPEG Kat 1 OAppévn Tovg Yyoxn dvo
KOOHOUG giXe aykaAldoel, kpdtnoav oAolwvtavo to aiobnua e avBpwmidg.

TevviOnka 23 xpovia peta ) MeyaAn Kataotpoer. Ta mpwta pov fripata
Ta éKava € Lo avAn 40 TETPaywVvIKOV HETPWY, IOV T HolpdlovTay TEooepeLg
TIPOOPLYIKEG OLKOYEVELEG. AKOA VIwBw TN (e0TaoLd TNG AyKAALEG TNG pavag
aAld kat TG ylayag Olyag, Ta taxtapiopata tng Oeiog Tng Pwtetvig kat Tng
Oeiag tng Aéomotvag. AvTég Tav oL TPWTEG HoL SAOKAAEG, Ol KAAEG, TTOL Tat
Bdoava, TOLG KanHOVG KAl TG XAPEG TIG EKavay mapapvdia kat (' avtd veavay
NV WoTopia TNG YAVKIAG Ttatpidag Tovg, TnG AvaToAng.
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Exovv mepdoel and 161e entd Sekaetieg kat SamoTwvw OTL Ogv €xovv
nuepopnvia Angng n popwdid tov {eaTod Ywpov, N axvada amod Ty Katcapola
mov otyoPpale oto LKL, Ta apwpata TNV wpa Tov EEPovpviiay, Ta capikia,
Ta @oLviKLa Kat Ta Katipépta. Oavpala tn yayid, otav ppale ta pavtiovvia
™G yta k&b appwoTia, Kat Ta HATI HOL KOAAOVOAY TIEVW OTLG KIVIOELG TNG,
mov 1 avTég épotale va tepovpyel wg tépeta, ylati eixav Tig pifeg Tovg o€ pa-
Kptveg tapadooels. Exeivo to Eepdtiaopa mov kave pe kaOnAwve, yati nrav
£va KpAa TTAYAVIOHOD KAl XPLOTLAVIOUOD.

Ta Bpadia, 6tav dpxilav ta mapapddia, Tov Sev eixav Spakovg Kat HAYLooES
aAld NTav otopieg aAnOivég, TOTe fTay oL TAAgvAV PEd LOL Ta cLVaLoOT|-
pata NG Xapdg kat tng mikpag. Ilpoonabw va kataypdyw omapdypata pviung
amod €vav vov mov €xet yavtlwOel akopn o’ ekeivn TV avAn kat va mepipaléyw
Opvyoda and agnynoelg kat ekoveg malleg. Me pkpég agnynoelg Béhw va
0aG LETAPEPW OTA XPOVIA eKelva. Av Katagépw va oag ayyifw, Tote Ba w Ot
ovvéBala KL YW OTNV EMTVXIA AVTOV TOV CLUTOGIO.

‘Hrav andyevpa kalokatptov kat kabopovva otnv avAn g GAANG ylaylig,
™G AipaliwTiooag, kat T ovvTpo@eva. Kamowa otryur eida va @tdver o adel-
QOG TNG, KATAKOTOG Kat Hovokepa otov Wpwta. Mmapumna ITavayn tov ¢w-
vaav Aot kat fTav Ta xpovia Tov Tavw amod efdopnvta. Xtn Suthavi mopTa
TOV TiepiEVE 1] KVPA TOL KL OTIwG TtavTa Tov kKahwoopioe. HpBe ki ékatoe Si-
TAa pov 0To i8to eCOVAL £0KVYE, ekeivn Tov £Pyale ar’ ta mMOdta T TAToV-
TOLA KAl Ta TOOVPATILA, KL EQEPE Ui TOLYKLVT okagn pe XAapo vepo. Koitala
™ Oeta — Tov €mheve Ta TOSIa Aeg kat Ta xdudeve. H patid pov kappwbnke
0T TEPAOTIA KATIAKIA TwV TOSLWV Tov Yépov. Avo mapaleveg aompidepés
Bovheg, Nrav onuadepéveg oe kabe modL Koitala mapafevepévos. Pwotnoa
Tt ATav avtd ta acvviBota onuadia, Wi dev Eeotouioe o yépog, povdya
avaotévage. Eavapwtnoa. Tote n Beta pe koita&e ota PaTLa KAt ov eimne oryd:
«Tov metd\woav ot apopeauévol, TEpt pov, otov IIpwto Awwypo kat Tov ma-
patnoav otov Kovlar.

Zeixtnke n kapdid pov! Zryoxlarya, ki ekeivog €Pake TIg pwVEG 0T yuvai-
Ka TOv, €dwoe fia 0T oKAPn He Ta modia Tov Kat Ty avanodoyvpioe. Ilpwtn
opa tov €PAena Bupwpévo. O AiPatiwtng yépog nEepe kald Tt eivat kamvog,
TLelval QT kat TL oTéyTn. [vwploe To paptoplo Tov meTaAwUATOG, Opwg de
(hovoe oté YU avtd. Hrav avtdg mov pag pabatve va palevovpe and xapw
Ta YiYOLUAQ TOV YWHLOD KAl VOl TA TIPOOKUVALLE.

Oupapat Aeg ki nrav xbeg, mov dexdypova maudid Tpéxape EuMOANTA GTOVG
Spopovg, xetpwva-kahokaipt. Mia dekapid eipaote OAa KL OAa 6TO XwPLO Kal,
pa v aAnBewa, moté de viwoape Eekoppéva and T ala moudid. Kaveig de
Umopese va pag xwpioel o mpooguyomovia kat Kpnrikdakia. Atyootég fav
Ol POPEG TIOV KATIOLEG KOVPEVTEG TV UEYAAWY HAG THKpALVAY, OTAV TOUG
napakovpalape pe ti§ {afoliég pag. Znuepa tig Oupdpal, g Quydlw kat Tig
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Bpiokw elagpodtepeg and toTe. Tovpkdomopovg Kat avapalwapndes pog
é\eyav Sixwg va T akobve ot Sikoi pog.

Otav xTumoboe 1 Kapmdva yia To 0XoAeLod, katngopilape opadikd, pe Tnv
TAVIVI TOAVTA KPELAOUEVT] GTOV WHO KA TA TTATTOVTOLA 0TO XEPL. EEKLVOVOALE
and v Ayia Iapaokevr| kat mptv provpe oto Adehe ta Palape ota modia.
Agv émpeme va To TAAWGOOLE, YIATL HTAV HOVO YL TO OXOAELO Kal yia TNV
eKKANOLA Kot OXt yta Tovg §popovg. Ovte aTny avAr, o0Te Kat péoa otny Tadn
ywvotav Sidkpion avapeoa ota Kpnrikoémovda kat ota Mikpaotatdkia. Ola
atoBavopaote v idta eotaotd Simha 6Tovg SAOKANOVG, TTOV HOVO Wid paTLd
1 et AéEn Toug é@Tave va Toug oefacTtolpe, apo viwBape va pag Aovlovy e
TNV ayamn Tovg.

Avéun mov yupiCet kt VoTtepa and efSoprvta xpovia Eavabupdtar: Mag éotet-
Ae 0 84oKalog va yepioovLe Tr OTAUVA [e KpOO vepo amd To inyadt tov I[Tha-
Tavov. Apyroape va yupioovpe. Ae HAPTUPTOAE TO YLOTE KL AVTO TO TANPW-
oape pe eha@pd Ehodapuo. Aev To petavidoape, ylati eixape det kat eixape
akovoel TpWTN @opd Beatpikn mapdotaon:

Avo yelrtdoviooeg eixav otnoet TpikovPepto kaPyd xwpis va Eépovpe To
yrati. YaAidia ot ylwooeg Tovg, ékoPfav aotapdatnta PpLotég kat katapes. Atyo
akopa kat Oa PAémape paAMoOTpaABryHaTa, OpWG TO UITEVTEVL IOV TIG XWPLle
ywotav epmodio. EBpile n Kpntikid, anavtovoe pe katdpeg n Mikpaotatiooa
TIOL PALVOTAY Va €XeL TO amdvw xépt. H vtoma aypieye axdpa mo moAv, otav
dkovoe va g Aéet 1 AN 0Tt Sev E€pet va kdvel T1)... SovAeld pe Tov dvtpa
™G Exeivn n kwpwdia dev éAeye va tedetwoet. [TapOeva IMavayid pov! TTotog
eide Tov Zatava kat dev tov epoPridnke, oav akobotnke n Pprotd «Avadepa
TO KapdPL OV o€ €QPePVE, LAVPOTTOVKANO». APOV XOPTACE TN YADOOA TNG,
n Zpvpvid QYywoe 0Tto PmeEVTEVL Kal TG eine: «Mwpr), dmlvtn! Mavpo eivat
To TUMEPL, Ha pe To Spaut To movAdve. Aompo eival To XOVL, pa oL okvAoL
To katovpdve». Movopiag émeoe n avAaia. H Zpvpvid vmepaoniotnke tn
Helaypvada g kit i AAAn cLAAOYLLOTAV AV ETPETIE VAL KALAPWDVEL YL TO SIKO
™G xpwpa. Amoxwpnoape tehevtaiot, xaAdAt ot EVALEG TOL PayaLe.

Opwg va pe ovpnaddte, yati katt méht Quundnka kat Oa yvpiow otn pkpn
avAn. AkptBwg Simha pag épeve o pmdppma XapdAapmog pe Tn yvvaika Tov Ty
Ayyehikr), Pwkiavoi kat ot dvo kat mohvtekvol. Tov XapdAapmov tov dpeoe
7oL to moti. H kapdid tov frav pnaés, dev néepe ynpatetd kat n a§loovvn
TOv peyahn ogppayld. H yovaika Tov fTav fia vIapvTava TupavVioHEVT, IOV
eixe yevtel Oleg TIg mikpeg NG {wng kL OAeg TG evtuyies. Otav frav fpeun,
N @wvr TG voule kaveic ot éByatve and ta xeiln g Havayiag, po otav
aypieve ovTe TNV &vTeXE OVTE KAt HTOPOVOE va TNV KAvel {APTL Kaveic.
[Matépag xat peydAn kopn eixav xdpiopa and to O¢d, pa gwvi mov Ha
Hmopovoe va T xapaktnpioet kaveig ayyelikn. Ta anopeonpepa n kopn Ka-
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Botav oto Popetvd mapdbupo, kevtovoe tlePpé kat Tpayovdovae. Ot TOPTEG
Kat Ta mapdBupa TG YEITOVIAG Avolyav OAa yla v akovoovV ekeiva Ta Aay-
yepéva tpayoddia Tng Avatolng. Ot mpooeuyeg dkovyav ki EKAatyay, Kt and
TOVG VTOTovg Aot Bavpadav kt dAot épevav adtagopot.

Zoxva mokva ta Bpadia, dtav éne@te To 0KOTASL Kt OAoL novxalay, akov-
YOTAV 1 WV TOL Tatépa va TpaPd ToV HAKPOGLPTO [AVE TOV, OV U £va
Hovda «ax» ékave TiG kapdieg va omapalovy, Aeg ki £Byatve HatwpéVo and Ta
Sikd Tovg owbikd. TToANoi vtomiot ekppalovTay doxnua yla Keiva To TovpKo-
tpayovda. Towg éptatye kat n Aoyokpioia Tov Meta&d mov ta eixe anayopev-
oet. Takainwpo mavdapyato tpayovdt Tng EAAnvikng AvatoAng! Kat o Kepd o
elxe amayopevoel, eneldn noovv pwuéiko. Mimwg o Tovpkog apxnyodg nTav mo
SaPaopévog and tov Sikd pag;

IMwg va Eexaotody ekeiveg oL puépeg ot EEyvolaoTeg, TOTE TOL EKAeLVaY Ta OXO-
Aetd yia kadokatptvég Stakomég! H peydhn xapda dev nrav mov ylvtwvape and
Ta BPAia kat ta TeTpadia, aAld yia Tov TOTO Kat Tov Tpdmo mov Ba {ovoape
oMo To kahokaipt. Ztnv meploxn g [MAakwtng, 6mov eixav Sobei kat ot mepio-
00TEPOL TIPOTPLYLKOL KA pOL, TAV 0 TOTOG TNG KAAOKALPLVAG HaG StaptovG.

Avtd mov ékavav ot Mikpaotdteg otnyv matpida tovg, ékavav ki edw kabe
Kalokaipt, HOVO TTOL avTi yla KOVAASEG, £0Tnvay KaAvPeg avapeoa 0T aumé-
Ao kat Ta pmootdvia Tovg. Toapddkeg Tig eAeye n ylaytd Kat TiG EmAekay
[e pHOooXOUVPLOpEVaA ayptokAada, pe To TOANA Ta Okiva Kat Ta KaAoovKLa.
Egriaxvav kat kpeBatia pe oTpwpata yepopéva ano guAlo ac@evtvlidg. Ta
Tpanéia frav ovvhBwg TETPIVaL Kat Yia KapéKAEG eixaple apTnKOOKapva.

Ekel mepvovoape TG pépeg pag ta pkpd maudid kavovtag OeAnuata, pa
o TOAD e £va owpd maryvidia yaPpralape, péxpt va pog BaAovy @pévo kd-
TOLEG AypLO@VApeG. Ot peydAot £8tvay évav aywva Xwpig OTApATd yla va
HEPEYOLY TNV AYPLAL Y1), VA TNV KAVOLV KOALOUA YLat VA QUTEWYOLV aUTTEALA Kol
dvuvdpa pmooTavikd.

Hrav moAAég ot toapddkeg Kt oAnpepic n {wvtdvia HapTtupovoe OTL 1) TEpL-
OXN NTAV yla TOVG TPOTPLYEG pia TOADPovn KuyéAn. Ot yvvaikes, oav TéAelw-
vav kamoteg SoVAelEg 0T apmélta Kal 0Ta XwpA@La, VolalovTay ya To poyei-
PELLA KA YLOL TIAPACKEVACHATA TIOV EUTTAUVAY 0TIV AKPT), TTapakatabnkn yia 1o
Xetpwva. Aayavikd kot gpolvTa 0T XEPLA TNG VOIKOKVPAG LETATPETOVTAY OF
Baowkd €idn Statpo@ng.

Zav €nalpve 0 HALOG TOV KATHPOPO Kal TNYALVE YLa DTIVO, TTPLV OKOTELVLA-
o€, LalevopaoTe Kt EUEIS Yl @aynTod KL VoTEpa TINYaivape 6 dANeG KavBeg
1 épxovtav avtoi o’ epdc. Tote, KATw amd To WG TOL PeyyapLov 1 TOL Aa-
dogdavapov, éPAenes MPOOWTA OKAPUEVA Ald TOV Katpd, patia OAppéva kat
OKOTEWVA amd TIG avapvioelg Tov xOec. Exel 0to pioookotado ot yépor pdg
¢dvav 0,TLeixav 0Ta CWYVXE TOVG, Ta adetalav Tavw [ag, AeG Kal NTAV YEUATO
otapvi mov yOpile To GTOHA TOVG Kat pag EAovCe.
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OM\eg 116 10TOpieg TNG Avatolns, Ta Bacava, Tovg Kanpovg Kat TiG XapEg,
oha ta ékavay mapapdbia kat W avtd v@atvay TNy wtopia Tng matpidag. Kabe
T000 TOOVYKPL{av Ta TTOTHpLaL e To 0VL0 Kt EUEIG ATOPOVCAE [E TNV ETUUOVT
Tovg otV idta gvxr): «Kan Iatpidal» Nat, kpu@d okovAnkL, KaTw and v
Yoxn, NTav e matpidag o mobog.

206 EVYAPLOTW YPIX THY TIUH TTOV OV KAVATE VX OVUUETAONW O QUTHY TNV
exdnAworn.
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